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On 20 March 2017, the agreement establishing JIAS 
was extended for another five years. At the signing 
ceremony  were, from le, Prof Peter Vale, Director 
of JIAS; Dr Kristen Sadler of the President’s O�ice at 
NTU and a JIAS Board member; Prof Bertil Andersson, 
Vice Chancellor of NTU; Prof Ihron Rensburg, Vice-
Chancellor of UJ; H.E. Mr Chua Thai-Keong, Singapore 
High Commissioner to South Africa; Lee Wei Ching, a 
2017 JIAS Writing Fellow from NTU; and Prof Tshilidzi 
Marwala, UJ Deputy Vice-Chancellor.

The Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study (JIAS) is a 
joint initiative of the University of Johannesburg (UJ), South 
Africa, and Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Sin-
gapore. Its purpose is to promote advanced research in the 
humanities and natural sciences, beyond the regular teach-
ing and research activities at institutions of higher learning.

JIAS is the first fully fledged institute of advanced learning 
in Gauteng, South Africa’s political and economic heartland. 
Although rooted within UJ, and committed to achieving UJ’s 
institutional goals, JIAS collaborates with other institutions 
of higher learning throughout the country.

The partnership between JIAS and the NTU provides mean-
ingful opportunities for uniting African and Asian thought 
and multidisciplinary research.

JIAS is governed by a council comprising senior representa-
tives of both UJ and the NTU as well as six respected scien-
tists, three nominated by each university.

JIAS is based in a dedicated facility in the Johannesburg 
suburb of Westdene, near the University of Johannesburg. It 
o�ers accommodation for fellows and other visiting scholars, 
as well conference and workshop facilities.

About the Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study
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 Director’s Report  
The Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study (JIAS) was o�icially launched on 14 

May 2015, and the JIAS Board met for a second time in September 2016. This report 

was submitted to a third meeting of the Board in September 2017.

JIAS is unlike any other institute 

for advanced Study in that it 

straddles two continents, and 

links two universities
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All newly founded Institutes for Advanced Study are a work 
in progress, and JIAS is no exception. As in the previous year, 
we have continued to explore what kinds of programmes will 
work within its budget, within its space, and within its wider 
academic and intellectual environment. 

At the same time, a few things are becoming increasingly 
clear. First, JIAS’s encouragement of interdisciplinary and 
high-end scholarship fills an intellectual vacuum in Johan-
nesburg as well as Gauteng. Second, the ambience of JIAS – 
its buildings, gardens and views – are conducive to the ‘slow 
scholarship’ which is all too o£en lacking in the contempo-
rary academy. Third, JIAS has become a place where thought 
leadership and academic exploration can flourish. Fourth, 
the demands upon JIAS are increasing, and managing these 
has become increasingly di�icult with a small sta�. 

Positioning JIAS
The increasing authority of JIAS turns on the successful 
implementation of a series of ongoing programmes. These 
include:

The Writing Fellows Programme, which is now entering its 
third cycle. Reports of participants from the second intake 
(February-May 2017) are included. The length of the fellow-
ship was extended by one month, and JIAS was delighted to 
host two Writing Fellows from the NTU. 

The staging of a regular Colloquium. The first, a three-
month-long process and a pioneering event in numerous 
ways, was successfully staged in the period under review 
(see appendix 1). At the same time, many valuable lessons 
were learnt. These include an understanding that the event 
was too complex; that its duration was too long; and that the 
success of an event like this depends on the role of a strong 

JIAS’s encouragement of interdisciplinary and high-end 

scholarship fills an intellectual vacuum in Johannesburg 

as well as Gauteng

leader.   As recorded in the report, the Brain Colloquium was 
fortunate to enjoy the direction of Willem Hendrik Gispen. 
As this report suggests, we are planning to organise further 
colloquia, but these will be organised in a less cumbersome 
fashion. 

The successful implementation of a mix of conferences, 
workshops, symposia, seminars and the like over the year. 
The sweep of topics covered has been attention-grabbing, 
as this report suggests. These forms of  scholarship-by-
conversation have helped to deepen links between JIAS and 
academic colleagues at UJ, Wits, the University of Pretoria, 
and beyond the borders of Gauteng. These events also have 
the potential to draw JIAS closer to UJ and the NTU. 

Building Partnerships
JIAS is unlike any other Institute of Advanced Study in that it 
straddles two continents, and links two universities. Keeping 
this idea alive has been a priority since the last meeting. 
There has been much progress on these fronts.

We were delighted in March to host the President of NTU, 
Professor Bertil Andersson, at JIAS. He was accompanied by 
Dr Kristen Stadler, the NTU Liaison on JIAS and a member 
of the JIAS Board. The occasion provided an opportunity for 
both institutions to renew the Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) on the JIAS initiative for another five years. (The 
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Participants in the first session of 

the Colloquium on ‘Why The Brain 

Matters’ at the JIAS campus in 

Westdene, Johannesburg.

founding MoU was signed by Bertil Andersson and UJ’s Vice-
Chancellor, Ihron Rensburg at the JIAS launch.)  

At the March event, Bertil Andersson handed JIAS funds to 
augment his earlier donation to its work. A public announce-
ment was made that these monies (plus an annual donation 
from JIAS) would be paid into a Trust Fund in the name of 
Bertil Andersson. The aim of the fund would be to encourage 
senior high school pupils to take an interest in  Maths, Sci-
ence and Botany.

Nanyang Technological University 
The Director visited Singapore in December for a week as the 
guest of NTU’s Institute of Advanced Studies, and spent the 
month of April in Singapore as a Visiting Professor of Public 

Policy & Global A�airs, at NTU. During this period, extensive 
conversations were held within NTU on potential projects 
and various forms of co-operation within the framework of 
JIAS.  The fruit of these conversations will be seen in coming 
years, especially in joint collaboration on the development of 
research themes and the Colloquium programme. 

While in Singapore, the Director participated in a panel 
organised by the NTU-SBF Centre for African Studies, which is 
located in the NTU Business  School. Other participants in the 
Distinguished Visiting Series event were:

Mr Louis Tay, MD Africa for Surbana Jurong, Singapore;
Mr Dave Murray, Global Head of Research, Standard Char-
tered, Singapore;
Mr Sean Pike, Counsellor Political, South African High 
Commission in Singapore;
Mr Ranveer Chauhan, MD & CEO, Edible Oils and Natural 
Rubber BU at Olam International Ltd., Singapore.

The success of this event suggests that synergies can be 
developed in Singapore between JIAS and the NTU-SBF Cen-
tre for African Studies.

Particularly helpful in deepening JIAS’s footprint within the 
NTU were two meetings held under the auspices of NTU’s 
Institute for Global Dialogue to introduce JIAS to the NTU 
community. Through these, the idea of JIAS both as a con-
cept and an opportunity, spread across the NTU campus. 

Associate Professor Tan Ying Ying, Head of Linguistics and 
Multilingual Studies, School of Humanities, College of 
Humanities, Arts, & Social Sciences, NTU visited JIAS in 
August. She held extensive discussions with the Director, the 
Deputy Director and (together with JIAS Writing Fellow, Pam 
Maseko) presented the first in a series of JIAS seminars on 
Language.
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Professor Alan Chan, Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences 
at NTU, visited JIAS in August for discussions with the Direc-
tor. He also met the UJ Dean of Humanities, Professor Alex 
Broadbent.  

Our colleagues at NTU have played a key role in strengthen-
ing these foundational relations. We are especially grateful to 
Yee Shiran, Adeline Lee Shu Fen, and Dr Kirsten Sadler.

University of Johannesburg
JIAS has deepened its links with UJ faculties, departments, 
and other academic centres. We have collaborated on joint 
projects with the Faculties of Health Sciences, Engineering 
and the Built Environment, and the Humanities. Projects in 
the pipeline include partnerships with the Faculties of Law, 
Education and Science. We have also interacted with the 
UJ-based SARChI Chairs of African Diplomacy and Foreign 
Policy and of South African Art and Visual Culture. Regular 
interactions take place with departments and individual UJ 
academics.

Other institutions 
As the reputation of JIAS has spread, we have been involved 
in scholarly events with several other institutions. These 
include the Centre for the Advancement of Scholarship at the 
University of Pretoria; the Thinking Africa Project at Rhodes 
University; the Centre for Human Rights at the University of 
the Free State, and the Centre for Indian Studies at the Uni-
versity of the Witwatersrand. 

The 2016 JIAS Colloquium on ‘Why the Brain Matters’ acted 
as a launch-pad among local and international leading neu-
roscientists around a diversity of current topics from social 
attachment to the animal mind. The result was the institution 
of a seminar series entitled ‘Brain Matters: The Past, Present 

Exploring Unique Opportunities with the

Johannesburg Institute for Advanced StudY (JIAS) 
– creating connections Between Singapore and South Africa

12 April 2017, Wednesday
3.30pm – 5.30pm
The Hive, TR+49, Level 2
Nanyang Technological University
52 Nanyang Avenue, S(639816)

*A casual networking dinner will follow after the workshop discussions

The Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study (JIAS) is a joint initiative of the Nanyang Technological
University (NTU), Singapore and University of Johannesburg (UJ), South Africa. JIAS aims to reach
beyond the regular teaching and research routines of contemporary higher education by encouraging
collaborative and focused scholarly initiatives in both the humanities and the natural sciences.

In this 2hr event, JIAS sets out to introduce its organisation and activities to not just the NTU community
but also other interested academia in Singapore. An open discussion will follow the introductions from
Prof Peter Vale and as well as sharing from current and past participants of JIAS activities. The objective
is to stimulate brainstorming and facilitate discussions that will lead to the exciting exploration and
creation of new research agendas that will be supported by JIAS.

Presented by: Prof Peter Vale 
Director of JIAS

For more information, contact:
Global Dialogue @ NTU
Yee Shiran sryee@ntu.edu.sg / 6908 1175
Adeline Lee ASFLee@ntu.edu.sg / 6908 1181

Register Free at 
https://goo.gl/7CbxG5

A notice advertising a meeting 

organised by NTU’s Institute for 

Global Dialogue to introduce JIAS 

to the NTU community.

and Future of Neuroscience in Southern Africa’. The seminar 
series, a joint interdisciplinary initiative between JIAS, the 
DST-NRF Centre of Excellence in Human Development at 
the University of the Witwatersrand, the Southern African 
Neuroscience Society (SANS) and the Wits Cortex Club, aims 
to build a network of researchers dedicated to advancing the 
field of neuroscience within southern Africa.

Infrastructure and occupancy
The WiFi at JIAS has been a perennial problem, with dropped 
internet connections commonplace. However, the past six 
months has seen a significant improvement. This said, a 
real breakthrough on this front will come when a fibre link is 
installed in the next few months. This will also enable JIAS 
events to be live-streamed. 
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The success of JIAS partly rests on the ambience provided 
by its buildings and grounds. The maintenance and upkeep 
of these is the responsibility of UJ’s Property Management 
Division. 

Thanks to the intervention of Charmaine Keet, head of this 
division, the UJ Art Gallery has hung art pieces from the uni-
versity’s archive throughout the institute. We are very grate-
ful for this intervention, and Ms Keet’s continuing interest. 

Communications
JIAS communicates with its growing local and international 
community via a free-standing website, a FaceBook page and 
a Twitter account. Research in the course of the year has con-
firmed that, while social media are valuable for added ‘push’ 
communications, they are no real substitute for dedicated 
email communication via email ‘marketing’ so£ware such as 
Mailchimp or AWeber. This will require additional financial 
and human resources, but we regard this as a priority for the 
coming year.

Ihron Rensburg of UJ 
and Bertil Andersson of 

the NTU aer signing the 
agreement extending the 

JIAS initiative for another 
five years.

Through the generosity of UJ’s Dean of Humanities, Associate 
Professor Ronit Frenkel, has been seconded to JIAS as Deputy 
Director. This has been a satisfactory arrangement, but this 
post may be rotated among faculties in the future. We are 
encouraged by the possibility that the NTU will appoint a 
part-time second Deputy Director from its sta�. 

In the period under review, JIAS lost the service and enthu-
siasm of Estelle Prinsloo, Research Assistant and Assistant to 
the Director. She was at JIAS from its conception and played 
a resolute role in its establishment and the successful com-
pletion of its first year. She decided to continue her studies in 
psychology.  Her successor, Johnny Alubu Selemani, was at 
JIAS for a five months in the new post of Academic Manager 
before he, too, opted to continue his studies. 

Happily, JIAS has managed to secure the services of Reshmi 
Singh who has  managed academic projects at both Wits and 
UJ. She joined JIAS at the beginning of September 2017. We 
have also had the administrative support of Emelia Kamena, 
a student intern, who has shown a dedication and maturity 
far beyond her years.  

Of course, JIAS would be lacking without the contribution of 
the Support Sta�. Managed by Ronald Witte, whose attention 
to care has no limits, the work of Johanna Menyoko, Maria 
Matla, and Seaka Sibanda is simply exceptional. 

Tribute
The two persons who conceived the idea of JIAS, Bertil 
Andersson and Ihron Rensburg, will step down in the coming 
months. The promise that JIAS evinces as a place of high-end 
scholarship and deep intellectual exchange is a testimony to 
their foresight and creativity. All who enter the JIAS gates are 
indebted to them. 
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 The Cartoon Room 
The seminar room at JIAS is called the ‘Cartoon Room’. As its name suggests, 
it is decorated with cartoons by South African cartoonists, in a dynamic dis-
play that changes several times a year. In the year under review, cartoons by 
Yalo, Mgobhozi, Siwela, Dov Fedler and Rico were on display, some of which 
are reproduced here.

The director of JIAS, Prof Peter Vale, has commented as follows on this 
initiative: ‘At JIAS, we are constantly trying to think about the world in a dif-
ferent way. Cartoons are a unique way of understanding society, and these 
cartoons illuminate ours from a di�erent perspective. Satire in particular is 
an important vehicle for social comment.

‘South Africa has developed an international reputation for producing some 
of the best cartoonists in the world. Our current crop of cartoonists are 
pushing the edges of their cra£, and deepening our understanding of South 
African politics and society in the process.’
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In the latter half of 2016, JIAS hosted an academic Colloquium entitled ‘Why The Brain 

Matters’. Besides a range of expert presenters, all global authorities in their fields, it was 

attended by selected mid-career professionals, graduate students, and post-doctoral 

fellows from South Africa and abroad. Ultimately, the Colloquium was attended by more 

than 50 core participants from 27 countries.

Colloquium on ‘Why the Brain Matters’

‘The JIAS Team must be 

congratulated on having 

formulated the concept 

of “slow scholarship” 

which was the guiding 

principle by which 

knowledge was shared 

by the participants’  - 

Prof Hendrik Gispen, 

Convenor
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Colloquium on the Brain

The Colloquium was convened by Prof Willem Hendrik 
Gispen, Professor Emeritus of Neuroscience and former 
Rector (Vice-Chancellor) of Utrecht University in The Neth-
erlands. Besides planning the Colloquium, and engaging 
distinguished scholars as presenters, Prof Gispen remained 
at JIAS for the duration of the event, moderating the sessions 
and mentoring the participants.

Themes
The Colloquium was organised around four themes, namely 
History and Emerging Issues in Brain Research; the Cognitive 
Brain; the Creative Brain; and the Social Brain. Each of these 
themes ran for three weeks, comprising a fortnight of intense 
engagement, workshops and writing, and a week devoted to 
reflection, outreach and engagement.

Presenters and participants
In consultation with representatives of the NTU, the JIAS 
director and Colloquium convener invited a range of global 
experts to make the presentations. They included schol-
ars from South Africa, the United States, various European 
countries, Australia and Singapore. The participants were 
mid-career scientists and promising young researchers or 
PhD students, selected on basis of applications submitted in 
response to an invitation issued earlier in 2016.

The participants in the first two weeks of each session 
consisted of five to six experts, four to five mid-career 
scientists, and four to five young researchers. Many of the 
expert presentations were also attended by guests, resulting 
in audiences averaging about 20 people. The presenters and 
participants were housed at the JIAS campus in Westdene, 
Johannesburg. The seminars and other smaller meetings 
were held on the premises.

Approach
The Colloquium was based on a concept of ‘slow scholarship’ 
formulated by the JIAS Directorate. This is defined as pure 
scholarship without considering the commercial outcomes, 
marked by intense reading, sustained thought and deep con-
versation. Advancing this approach in a developing country 
setting is one of the Institute’s major objectives. In line with 
this, each session was structured around an intense transfer 
of knowledge, followed by opportunities for reflection and 
outreach.

Participants were invited to write a reflection on one of the 
presentations. This could be on the presentation itself, or on 
the ideas that emerged during the subsequent discussions. 
This could take the form of an overview, a critique, or an 
exploration of the usefulness or applicability of the presenta-
tion to the participant’s own work and research.

Opposite: Participants in 
the second session of the 
Colloquium at the JIAS 
campus in Westdene, 
Johannesburg. Below: Prof 
Frans Verstraten during his 
talk on aspects of cognitive 
neuroscience at St John’s 
College in Houghton, 
Johannesburg. About 400 
people from 18 schools 
attended the event.



12  Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study

Colloquium on the Brain

Participants in the second 
session of the Colloquium 
at the JIAS campus in 
Westdene, Johannesburg.

Participants wrote their reflections in the third week of 
every session, and presented them to fellow participants at 
a closed seminar towards the end of the week. Participants 
had access to online resources, and were encouraged to 
consult experts at the Colloquium and engage in study and 
reflection. 

The final versions of their reflections were sent to JIAS upon 
their return home. These reflections constitute the Colloqui-
um’s formal output. Edited versions of the reflections appear 
in Part Two of this report. 

Public events

Besides the opening and closing ceremonies, the Colloquium 
featured several public events.

On 21 September, an extended seminar entitled ‘The Origins 
of the Brain: From Mammal-like Reptiles to Humans’ was 

meant to take place at Wits University. This was jointly organ-
ised by JIAS, the Evolutionary Studies Institute and Centre of 
Excellence in Palaeosciences at Wits University, and the Royal 
Society of South Africa. Due to the student unrest, this event 
had to be cancelled. However, participants were able to hear 
a paper at JIAS presented by Emeritus Prof John Parkington 
of UCT on the Early Brain. 

On 5 October, Prof Frans Verstraten of the University of 
Sydney and Utrecht University delivered an evening talk at St 
John’s College in Houghton, Johannesburg. Entitled ‘Pushing 
the brain in action: psychology is so much more than a client 
on a leather sofa …’, the talk was aimed at introducing mem-
bers of the public to aspects of cognitive neuroscience. About 
400 people from 18 schools attended.

The Colloquium formally closed on 24 November when Prof 
Ron de Kloet, Emeritus Professor at Leiden University Medical 
Centre, delivered the 2017 Cleveringa Lecture, entitled ‘Tip-
ping the Balance towards Stress Resilience’, at the University 
of Johannesburg. This event, co-organised with the Dutch 
Embassy in Pretoria, was also open to the public, and drew 
an audience of about 100 people.

Excursions

Participants were taken on an excursion to the Cradle of 
Humankind, the world-renowned palaeo-anthropological 
site north west of Johannesburg in Gauteng province. The 
excursions were managed by the Evolutionary Studies Insti-
tute of the University of the Witwatersrand. Presentations 
were given on the Early Brain, followed by a guided tour of 
the Sterkfontein caves.

During the session on the Creative Brain, participants trav-
elled to Mpumalanga to participate in a day-long seminar 
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Colloquium on the Brain

with dancers from The Forgotten Angle Theatre Collaborative 
and Ebhudlweni Arts Centre. The seminar considered the 
following themes: Is dance a creative experience? How does 
dance help us understand the mind-body issue? Is dance a 
culturally bound experience, and if so, how? And can each of 
the dancers explain their individual understanding of creativ-
ity in dance?

Participants were also taken on other guided tours to events 
and places of interest in and around Johannesburg. They 
were able to explore these and other venues at their own 
initiative on open days. 

Outreach

The Colloquium incorporated a community outreach pro-
gramme, aimed at taking advanced knowledge directly to 
communities. On 3 November, presenters and participants 
took part in a ‘pop-up’ seminar on the creative process in 
Polokwane in Limpopo province (see box overleaf). For vari-
ous reasons, similar events in other communities had to be 
cancelled.

Epistemologies
A major theme that surfaced during the Colloquium was the 
growing issue of the interface between established western 
knowledge systems and indigenous knowledge systems.

This was made more urgent by the rise of the Fees Must Fall 
movement at UJ and the University of the Witwatersrand 
in the course of the Colloquium, accompanied by growing 
demands for the ‘decolonisation of knowledge’ at these and 
other South African universities. While these partially violent 
protests resulted in some events being cancelled, partici-
pants from European countries in particular could experience 

the urgency of these issues in a developing country setting at 
first hand. 

The Colloquium addressed this theme early on in the form of 
a presentation by the noted African analyst and commenta-
tor Catherine Odora Hoppers entitled ‘Indigenous Knowl-
edge Systems and Cognitive Justice: Re-imagining the Mind 
and Responsibilities in the 21st Century’. This presentation 
continuously infused the subsequent discussions as well as 
students’ reflections.

Towards the end of the Colloquium, this theme was 
addressed again in the form of a presentation by Garth 
Stevens, Professor of Psychology at Wits University, entitled 
‘Mulling over Manganyi’s Mind: Brain, Mind and Subject in 
the Decolonial Moment’ – a discussion of N Chabani Mang-
anyi’s biography entitled Apartheid and the Making of a Black 
Psychologist (Wits University Press, 2016). This presentation 
and the subsequent discussion served to revisit this theme 
at the end of the Colloquium. The full text of his presentation 
appears in Appendix 6.

Participants during an 
excursion to the Cradle of 
Humankind.
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Colloquium on the Brain

Assessment
Prof Willem Hendrik Gispen, Colloquium convenor, 
assessed the outcome as follows:

‘The JIAS Team must be congratulated on having formu-
lated the concept of “slow scholarship” which was the 
guiding principle by which knowledge was shared by the 
participants. ‘The informal atmosphere and the small size 
of the group allowed for truly amazing in-depth discussion 
and education. This is what academic teaching and learn-
ing is about, and is hoped for but seldom realised at most 
universities around the world.

‘As regards the ongoing discussion about the interface 
between western and indigenous knowledge systems, I hope 
that present opponents soon come to realise that alternative 
knowledge systems should be regarded as complementary 
instead of mutually exclusive.

‘It was a most inspiring colloquium for students, experts and 
sta� alike. The cross-disciplinary discussions led to new ideas 
for own or collaborative research, and to recommendations 
for fostering neuroscience in Africa. Perhaps most important, 
the colloquium provided the participants with a new interna-
tional network of friends in science that may aid them in their 
future endeavours.’

Letter of appreciation
One of the presenters, Maureen Sie, Associate Professor 
of Meta-ethics and Moral Psychology in the Department of 
Philosophy at Erasmus University in Rotterdam and Professor 
of Philosophical Anthropology at Leiden University, wrote as 
follows:

‘My visit to JIAS (and South Africa) have made a lasting 
impression on me, and I am convinced that it will influence 
my work and my life for many years to come.

‘The set-up of the colloquium enabled me to work on a paper 
elaborating my view on the social aspects of our practices of 
moral responsibility. It profited greatly from the opportunity 
to present part of it to JIAS fellows and the participants in the 
workshop, as well as from subsequent discussions.

‘The other lectures and the discussions that took place a£er-
wards have made me see new ways in which to contribute to 
the discussion outside of the strictly philosophical discourse 

and debate, something from which I have already profited in 
my teaching.

‘I am also very grateful for the opportunity to meet and get to 
know (South) African scientists and their work, and trust that 
these contacts will, some day, lead to fruitful co-operation. 

‘Besides that, the development of more personal relation-
ships that the set-up of the conference accommodated has 
secured a firm place for Africa and its scientific community in 
my heart and mind.

‘It managed to do so not only because of these personal 
relationships it established, but also indirectly by adding 
Africa to my social network. This too is of great personal and 
professional value, and an example of community-building 
we seldom meet within the contemporary Western scientific 
scene.’
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In the third week of each session, participants were invited to write personal 
reflections on one of the presentations. This could be about the presented 
data, or about thoughts and ideas that emerged during the discussions. 
The reflections were presented to other participants at closed seminars for 
comment and discussion. Participants submitted the final versions of their 
reflections to JIAS upon their return home. These reflections comprise the 
only formal output of the Colloquium, and serve to convey its continuing 
impact on the participants and therefore on neuroscience in Africa and other 
parts of the world.

Participants commonly described the Colloquium as a valuable and stimu-
lating experience which would have a lasting impact on their research and 
teaching careers. Some extracts follow:

Manisha Bade, Nepal: ‘I cannot tell you how grateful I am that I was able to 
attend the Colloquium. It has been a life-changing experience. ...’

Sahba Besharati, Canada and South Africa: ‘The colloquium opened a unique 
space for discussions among local and international brain science experts 
of historic, current and future research in the neurosciences. In doing so, it 
helped establish a precedent for advances in both clinical and laboratory-
based neuroscience research in Southern Africa.’

Ngala Elvis Mbiydzeyuy, Cameroon: ‘Why The Brain Matters’ served me a 
sandwich too big to bite, but too appetizing not to attempt. The crescendo 
mounted by the day, and with each tick of the clock a Pandora’s Box of per-
spectives beamed a provocative searchlight onto my mind, challenging the 
very foundations of my scientific knowledge at the same time. The religious 
triune (spirit, soul, body) view of man also came under scientific scrutiny in 
the course of examining the mind—brain divide. … ‘

Marzieh (Elena) Moradi, Iran and Brazil: ‘I want to thank the JIAS family for 
giving me the opportunity to be here, in this magnificent place. I came here 
a£er years of working hard and confronting many problems. In those years, I 

hardly had time to think about myself and my place in the world. I have now 
had the time to do so here. … ‘

Marietjie Oosthuizen, South Africa: ‘All the lectures were of a very high 
standard, and I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to have discussions with 
leading experts in the field. I found this very stimulating for developing new 
ideas for projects and for potential collaboration. The colloquium provided 
me with a fresh outlook on the incredibly complicated organ called the brain 
… It is the command centre of the body, but also houses our mind and our 
consciousness. Following the colloquium, I feel inspired and motivated, filled 
with many new ideas. … ‘

Imaan Tamimi, Kenya: ‘The Colloquium was amazing. The Plato-like theme 
of learning was instilled in me from day one. The insightful discussions and 
eye-opening presentations were refreshing. I felt so alive. I craved this intel-
lectually stimulating environment, with lots of questions about our brain and 
mind, how they function, and potential research that could be carried out. 
Now, as I am flying back from this intellectual paradise, I know I made the 
right decision to choose a career in research.’ 

Mvuwo Phophi Tshavhungwe, South Africa: ‘The idea of slow learning has 
been invaluable. Being in an environment where individuals from di�erent 
academic backgrounds discuss current issues is enlightening, provides a 
broader view, and is truly transformative.’

Zachary Walker, United States and Singapore: ‘The two weeks I was able to 
spend at JIAS exploring, researching, and discussing ‘the Creative Brain’ with 
scholars and artists from around the world was very enjoyable, and appli-
cable to my work as an educator and teacher-trainer. The presenters were 
well-organised and thorough, and all the sessions included lively discussions. 
As an educator, I have appreciated the opportunity for ‘slow scholarship’ on 
this subject, and the chance to have deep conversations about the creative 
process …’
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Director’s Report

At the launch of the Brain Matters Seminar 
Series at the Wits Medical School. From le to 
right are Dr Sahba Besharati, Dr Tanya Calvin, 

Prof Willem Hendrik Gispen, Prof Martin 
Veller, Prof Linda Richter, and Prof Peter Vale.

 Brain Matters Seminar Series  
Participants in the JIAS Colloquium on ‘Why The 
Brain Matters’ launched a follow-up in the form 
of an interdisciplinary seminar series entitled 
‘Brain Matter Seminars: the past, present and 
future of neuroscience in southern Africa’. The 
seminars are a joint initiative between JIAS 
and the DST-NRF Centre of Excellence (CoE) in 
Human Development at the University of the 
Witwatersrand, with additional support from 
the Southern African Neuroscience Society and 
the Wits Cortex Club. The series comprises five 
seminars, to be held every second month from 
April to December 2017.

One of the organisers of the seminar series, Dr 
Sahba Besharati of Wits University, commented 
as follows on the motivation for this initiative:

‘In the past century, neuroscience has made 
significant progress in studying the brain, gen-
erating wide research on the genetic, biological 
and neural basis of mental functioning. However, 
it has been argued that advances specific to 
southern Africa have been limited by a lack of 
access to innovative neuroimaging techniques, 
a shortage of skill development, and stunted 
research innovation.
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‘The colloquium on ‘Why The Brain Matters’ opened a unique 
space for discussions among local and international brain-
science experts on historic, current and future research in the 
neurosciences. In doing so, it helped establish a precedent 
for the importance of advances of both clinical and more 
laboratory-based neuroscience research in southern Africa.

‘The purpose of the colloquium was to initiate academic 
thought around topics pertinent to the scientific study of 
the brain. The next step in trying to expand the scope and 
practice of neuroscience in the region is to gather experts 
from various disciplines to learn, discuss and critically evalu-
ate how to advance the field. To this end, the seminar series 
will explore the past, present and future of neuroscience in 
southern Africa. It will cover topics that are locally relevant 
and internationally significant.

‘A primary focus of the series will be to stimulate interest and 
build capacity in neuroscience research among both young 
and established scientists. It will therefore attract enthusiastic 
students who are interested in pursuing postgraduate studies 
in the neurosciences. This will o�er an excellent platform for 
students to explore research interests, meet potential supervi-
sors and be encouraged to apply for post-graduate bursaries. 
These seminars will ultimately start the process of grooming 
young researchers in neuroimaging technologies, experimen-
tal design, and clinical neuroscience practice.’

Series launch
The Brain Matters Seminar Series was launched at the School 
of Public Health of the University of the Witwatersrand on 23 
March 2017. The event was attended by neuropsychologists, 
neuroscientists, psychiatrists, philosophers, radiologists, 
biomedical engineers, epidemiologists, neurosurgeons, neu-

rologists as well as faculty and students from the University 
of the Witwatersrand, the University of Johannesburg and 
the University of Pretoria.

The launch was chaired by Prof Linda Richter, Director of 
the NRF Centre of Excellence (CoE) in Human Development 
at Wits University. Prof Peter Vale, director of JIAS, gave an 
overview of the Colloquium and its a£ermath.

The keynote address was delivered by Prof Willem Hendrik 
Gispen of Utrecht University, former president of the Federa-
tion of European Neuroscience Societies, and convener of the 
Colloquium. He also presented copies of the final Colloquium 
report to Dr Besharati and Dr Tanya Calvey of the Wits School 
of Anatomical Sciences organisers of the Seminar Series and 
participants in the Colloquium.

Drs Calvey and Besharati gave a presentation on the purpose 
of the seminar series. The first two lectures in the series were 
announced. The launch closed with an announcement by 
Prof Richter of a three-year PhD scholarship in neuroscience, 
as an outcome of the Colloquium and the Seminar Series.

Seminars
On 20 April, Prof Vivienne Russell of the University of 
Cape Town spoke on the history of neuroscience.
On 25 May 2017, Paul Manger, Professor of Neuroscience 
at the University of the Witwatersrand, spoke on ‘The 
Five Evolutions of Large Brains in Mammals: Humans, 
Elephants, Cetaceans, Seals and Camels’.
On 18 August 2017, Prof Mark Solms, Director of Neu-
ropsychology at the University of Cape Town, spoke on 
‘The Neural Mechanisms of Dreaming’.
Two more seminars were due to be held in October and 
December 2017.



Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study    18

Conferences, seminars and workshops

In the course of the year, JIAS hosted numerous conferences, seminars and work-

shops, o£en in collaboration with other academic institutions. These events were 

held at JIAS as well as at other venues in Johannesburg.

The Cartoon Room, one of several 
workshop venues on the JIAS 

campus.
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CONFERENCES

Prelude to Decolonisation: The Turning of the Tide 

On 28-30 August, JIAS, in collaboration with the Department 
of Politics and International Relation at UJ and the NRF Brit-
ish Academy Chair of Political Thought, hosted an interdisci-
plinary conference entitled ‘Prelude to Decolonisation: The 
Turning of the Tide’.

Rationale
‘The conference is aimed at providing a comparative analysis 
of justifications of and responses to colonialism from the 
colonised, with a primary, but not exclusive, focus on Africa. 
It has been designed to articulate the circumstances of 
and justifications for colonisation, but more importantly, 
to retrieve the voices of indigenous opposition prior to the 
crescendo and irresistible force of decolonisation and post-
colonialism.’

Speakers
The speakers were Christopher Allsobrook (Fort Hare), David 
Boucher (Cardi� and UJ), Saul Dubow (Cambridge), Pieter 
Duvenage (University of the Free State), Michael Elliott, 
(Wits), Ran Greenstein (Wits), Lawrence Hamilton (Cambridge 
and Wits), Naledi Modise (North West University), Tshepo 
Moloi (UJ), Ayesha Omar (UJ),  Matthias Pauwels (UJ), Vineet 
Thakur (SOAS and Leiden), and Peter Vale (JIAS, UJ & NTU).

Expulsions: Histories, Geographies, Memories

On 17-18 August 2017, the Centre for Indian Studies in Africa 
(CISA), in collaboration with JIAS and the Rosa Luxemburg 

Sti£ung (RLS), hosted an international conference entitled 
‘Expulsions: Histories, Geographies, Memories’.

Participants
Participants included Sana Aiyar (MIT), Faaeza Ballim (Wits 
History Workshop), Neilesh Bose (Victoria), Linell Chewins 
(Wits, History), Thomas Blom Hansen (Stanford), Anneeth 
Kaur Hundle (UC Merced), Jonathan Klaaren (Wits, WISER), 
Christopher Lee (Lafayette), Andrew Macdonald (Wits, His-
tory), Dilip Menon (Wits, CISA) and Edgar Taylor (Wits, CISA).

Rationale
‘Expulsion implies an unrealizable project of both physical 
and conceptual erasure. The forced removal of a person or 
people from territorial boundaries by a state or people who 
claim to control that territory is an old expression of sover-
eignty and racial di�erentiation that has found wide use in 
the postcolonial world. The word implies the identification 
and removal of particular people or groups who are already 
inside or constitutive of a society and whose embedded-
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ness must be violently dismantled. In the broadest terms, 
expulsions may be the result of state action or precipitated 
by collective violence in which people identify and seek to 
remove particular groups from their communities. Expulsions 
are thus o£en accompanied by other forms of violence and 
incomplete e�orts to remove an internal other.

‘This conference examines relationships between the physi-
cal expulsion of people and the expulsion of conceptual 
worlds, knowledge, or memory from understandings of 
shared pasts. Expulsions may appear to produce ruptures 
with the past and to dramatically transform the geographies 
through which places and communities are imagined. How-
ever, expulsions do not redefine categories such as insider 
and outsider in a historical, cultural, or political vacuum. Our 
approach considers multiple geographies and temporalities 
of expulsions across contexts while reflecting on the forms of 
knowledge that expulsions generate and suppress. The con-
ference will be an occasion to reflect on the conceptual work 
that the idea of expulsion does in framing the displacement 
of people, ideas, and histories in the postcolonial world.’

South Africa After Marikana

On 19-20 January 2017, JIAS and the Faculty of Humanities 
at UJ hosted a transdisciplinary conference on ‘South Africa 
a£er Marikana’. The conference was held at JIAS in Westdene, 
Johannesburg. Participation was by invitation only.

Rationale
‘The South Africa of the present is on the cusp of another 
major shi£. Xenophobic violence, service delivery protests, 
new versions of student activism, racialised discourse, preda-

tory capitalism, waning support for the ANC, and extraordi-
nary levels of violence and poverty mark a country which is 
also circumscribed by a post-liberation imaginary that things 
can be fought over and changed.

‘New undercurrents are flowing through South African 
cultural formations, with the very tenets of the negotiated 
settlement for a new South Africa being questioned as a 
born-free generation finds its voice, red berets form a vocal 
opposition to government hegemonies, and trust in post-
apartheid institutions wane.

‘While South Africa may not have fulfilled the dreams of a 
post-independence good life for all, a post-liberation belief in 
the ability to change things remains and seems to be taking 
on new forms in the present: from the use of excrement as 
political protest to the EFF’s violent removal from parliament, 
the #Rhodesmustfall movement, the #Open Stellenbosch 
movement and the (trans)national #Feesmustfall movement, 
escalating corruption scandals and constitutional crises, the 
transcendent ideologies of the struggle era past are changing 
in this new context of escalating risk post-Marikana.

‘The question, then, is what kinds of narratives are shaping 
South Africa post-2012 a£er the first major government-
involved massacre a£er liberation irrevocably shi£ed the 
terms of South African life.

 ‘These changing ideas are also tied to South Africa as a 
shi£ing global signifier. Post-1994, South Africa lost its image 
as a signifier of racial oppression and became one of how suf-
fering and oppression could be overcome, partially through a 
transnational circulation of cultural production and reception 
dominated by certain kinds of narratives (such the Rainbow 
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Nation). But this image of South Africa shi£ed fundamentally 
again a£er the Marikana massacre; coupled with changes 
in South African public cultures, a more sinister narrative is 
ascending in the global imaginary, and South African politics 
is recalibrating internally.

‘What terms and narratives do we currently have that can 
adequately make sense of this shi£ing context where old 
nomenclature is inadequate? Can we think through under-
standings and terms that reflect the nuances of the present 
better? The transdisciplinary discussions at this event will be 
aimed at investigating these issues in an attempt to expand 
our understanding of the present.’

Participants
Participants included Achille Mbembe, Sarah Nuttall, Thad 
Metz, Michael Neocosmos, Pamila Gupta, Jacob Dlamini, 
Liz Gunner, Imraan Coovadia, Helene Strauss, Ashraf Jamal, 
Andy Carolin, Keyan Tomaselli, Khwezi Mkhize, Andrea Spain, 
Tim Wright, Melissa Myambo, Kirk Sides, Johnny Semelani, 
Peter Vale and Ronit Frenkel.

WORKSHOPS

Opioids and harm reduction in SA
ON 21-22 August 2017, JIAS hosted a workshop on ‘Opioids 
and Harm Reduction in South Africa: Opening a Multidiscipli-
nary Conversation’. The workshop was co-sponsored by the 
Department of History of the University of Johannesburg, 
and funded from a Knowledge Interchange and Collaboration 
(KIC) grant from the National Research Foundation (NRF).

Rationale

‘Opioid addiction and overdose deaths are drawing renewed 
attention to questions about chemical dependency and treat-
ment. Shi£s in drug policy paradigms, from criminalisation to 
harm reduction, have been guiding new thinking worldwide, 
and this is also the case in South Africa.

‘South Africa has a unique history in which chemical con-
trols and controlling chemicals have been imbricated with 
colonial and apartheid regimes. Currently, dilemmas around 
drugs and addiction are compounded by scarcity, socio-
economic disparity and polarized public opinion.

‘What can humanities research and multidisciplinary collabo-
rations o�er in support of local initiatives and civic interven-
tions aimed at transforming policies and treatment practices, 

Opioids and Harm Reduction in South Africa:
Opening a Multidisciplinary Conversation  

– A Workshop
21-22 August 2017

Co-sponsored by the Department of History, University of Johannesburg and 
with funding from a Knowledge Interchange and Collaboration (KIC) grant 

from the National Research Foundation (NRF).
Opioid addiction and overdose deaths are drawing renewed attention to questions about chemical 

dependency and treatment. Shifts in drug policy paradigms, from criminalisation to harm 
reduction, have been guiding new thinking worldwide, and this is also the case in South Africa.

South Africa has a unique history in which chemical controls and controlling chemicals have been 
imbricated with colonial and apartheid regimes. Currently, dilemmas around drugs and addiction 

are compouned by scarcity, socio-economic disparity and polarized public opinion. What can 
humanities research and multidisciplinary collaborations offer in support of  local initiatives and 

civic interventions aimed at transforming policies and treatment practices,  
so as to reduce harms for drugs users and for society more generally?

This workshop brings together some pioneering researchers and civic actors who will focus  
and guide thinking and policy discussions on these issues.
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so as to reduce harms for drugs users and for society more 
generally? This workshop brings together some pioneering 
researchers and civic actors who will focus and guide think-
ing and policy discussions on these issues.’

Epidemics and Health Systems in Africa: Charting 
New Research

On 2 August 2017, JIAS and the Mapungubwe Institute for 
Strategic Reflection (MISTRA) held a one-day workshop 
on ‘Epidemics and Health Systems in Africa: Charting New 
Research’.

Rationale
The workshop formed part of a project aimed at provid-
ing practical research outcomes such as policy advice and 
recommendations from a critical and rigorous examination 
of past and existing research and knowledge, and providing 
new insights around epidemics by analysing current inter-
ventions (for prevention, care and containment) in a number 
of countries in sub-Saharan Africa, including South Africa. 
Its broader aim is to contribute to existing knowledge about 
health care and health innovation systems, and to assist with 
a deeper reflection and a better understanding of the impli-
cations of the socio-psychological, economic, scientific and 
political dynamics of epidemics.

Speakers
The speakers were Salimah Valiani, Dr Bill Kinseg, Dr Steven 
Mufamadi, Zamanzima Mazibuko, Dr Nathaniel Umukoro, 
Dr Beth Vale, Dr Phumlani Simelane, Dr Pamela Juma, Dr 
Alberto A Yanes Quintana, Prof Samual Adu-Gyamfi, and Dr 
Daphney Conco. The Bhekikisa Centre for Health Journalism 
at the Mail & Guardian presented a writing workshop.

‘Almost-Times: South African Temporalities’

On 5 May 2017, JIAS, in collaboration with the University 
of Pennsylvania (Penn), hosted a one-day workshop on ‘ 
Almost-Times: South African Temporalities’.

Rationale
 ‘In April 2016, Sisonke Msimang wrote passionately in 
the Daily Maverick about a pervasive feeling of precarious-
ness, uncertainty, and stuckness in South Africa: ‘All I know,’ 
she declares, ‘is that we are living in the almost-times.’ It is 
hard to know whether ‘we are ascending or descending,’ 
whether people will take action in order to make themselves 
proud in retrospect, or whether South Africans will remain 
ashamed — ashamed especially, of a president who is nota-
bly unashamed of his reversal of the promises of a hard-won 
democracy.

‘The experience of living in almost-times is distressing; but 
it does mean that intellectual space has opened up for an 
urgent critical reconsideration of time in South Africa—a 
movement away from the earlier focus on space and geogra-
phy in the 1990s and 2000s. We have heard much talk in the 
academy about the transitional and the post-transitional, of 
the post-post-apartheid and post-anti-apartheid, of deferred 
dreams and suspended revolutions. The recent waves of 
political protest have self-consciously placed themselves in 
the lineage of the anti-apartheid struggle. All these things 
evidence a profound but frustrated desire to project the slip-
pery present onto a meaningful historical metanarrative. But 
is it possible to step away from the desire for broad historical 
periodization and home in, instead, on the lived experience 
of time—on temporality, defined as the way we experience 
and imagine the relation between past, present, and future?
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‘We invite participants to meditate on the various a�ec-
tive structures (progress, decline, nostalgia, melancholia, 
hope, disappointment, etc) through which time has been 
experienced, understood, and written in apartheid-era and 
post-apartheid South Africa. Brief provocations and thought-
experiments from all disciplines and angles are welcome.’

The speakers were:

Khwezi Mkhize of UCT on ‘Postcolonial disenchantment, 
or a brief genealogy of South African exceptionalism’.
Sikhumbuzo Mngadi of UJ on ‘Reflections on presentism’.
Sarah Nuttall of WISER on ‘Coeval time: the shock of the 
new old’.
Daniel Roux on ‘Doing time: post-apartheid temporalities 
and the case of Eugene de Kock’.
Ronit Frenkel of JIAS on ‘Post-liberation temporalities 
and three new South African novels’.
Danai Mupotsa of Wits University on ‘Against love’.
Nadine Moonsamy of the University of Pretoria on ‘A 
country out of time: nostalgia and nationalism in the 
South African imaginary’.
Danyela Demir of UJ on ‘Fragmentation, space-time col-
lapse, and melancholia: reflections on Lesego Rampolo-
keng’s Bird-Monk Seding’.
Timothy Wright on ‘Chronotopes of Johannesburg: 
mutant futures, evacuated presents, and the ghost of 
1994’.
Steven Robins on ‘”Slow activism”: reflections on post-
revolutionary time’.
Rita Barnard on ‘The year of the tapeworm and other 
times: closing remarks’.

Readings were done by S J Naude and James Whyle.

SEMINARS

Decolonisation and Big Data Analytics

On 17 August 2017, JIAS and the Faculty of Engineering 
and the Built Environment (FEBE) at UJ hosted the first in a 
four-part seminar series on ‘The Challenge of Big Data’. Prof 
Saurabh Sinha, Executive Dean of the Faculty of Engineering 
and the Built Environment, spoke on ‘Decolonisation and Big 
Data analytics’. More than 60 people attended. A slideshow 
accompanying the presentation is available at https://goo.gl/
m5j4bQ.

Language policy in multilingual societies

On 8 August 2017, JIAS held a seminar entitled ‘Language 
policy in multilingual societies: a Singapore—South African 
conversation’. The seminar was led by Prof Ying Ying Tan, 
Head of Linguistics and Multilingual Studies at Nanyang Tech-
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nological University in Singapore, and Prof Pamela Maseko of 
the School of African Languages at Rhodes University, and a 
2017 JIAS Writing Fellow.

It was the first in a series entitled ‘Language Matters’, 
intended to build towards a Colloquium entitled ‘Why Lan-
guage Matters’.

Religion, knowledge and knowing: Dutch academic 
interaction with the colonial ‘other’, 1636-2017

On 17 July 2017, JIAS and the Ali Mazrui Centre for Higher 
Education Studies at UJ hosted a seminar by Dr Henk van 
Rinsum on ‘Religion, Knowledge and Knowing: Dutch (aca-
demic) interaction with the Colonial “Other”, 1636-2017’.

Dr Henk van Rinsum is a historian and anthropologist, and 
executive secretary of the Faculty of Social and Behavioural 
Sciences of Utrecht University. His academic interest is in the 
intersection between university, intellectual, and colonial 
history. He has published on the history of academic rela-
tions between the Netherlands and South Africa, and on the 
political history of honorary doctorates at the University of 
Stellenbosch.

South Africa’s Strategic Role in Africa

ON 12-14 July 2017, the South African Council on Interna-
tional Relations (SACOIR) held the first of three interactive 
seminars about South Africa’s place, role and standing in 
Africa.

Organised by the SACOIR working group on Africa, the semi-
nar series is aimed at engaging with experts in the Depart-
ment of International Relations and Co-operation (DIRCO), 

other relevant state actors, and analysts in academia and the 
non-state sector to assist it with:

Examining and assessing South Africa’s current role and 
standing in Africa;
Determining its will and capacity to lead Africa’s renewal 
in governance, development and security; and 
Recommending appropriate steps to decision-makers in 
government and the non-state sector for achieving these 
objectives.

The event was co-hosted by JIAS as well as the School of Gov-
ernance of the University of the Witwatersrand.

The opening address was delivered by Gregory F. Treverton, 
chairman of the US National Intelligence Council under the 
Obama administration, and previous director of the RAND 
Corporation’s Centre for Global Risk and Security, Intelli-
gence Policy Centre and International Security and Defence 
Policy Centre.

Entitled ‘Global Trends, U.S. Policy and Africa’, the address 
contained projections about the global future over a five-year 
and 20-year period. It concluded with an analysis of US policy 
under the Trump administration and what it might mean for 
Africa – and South Africa – in the context of these broader 
global trends.

The presentation provoked a lively discussion. More presen-
tations and discussions followed over the next two days.

Spatial transformation in Johannesburg

On Friday 2 June 2017, JIAS and the Wits City Institute hosted 
a one-day seminar entitled ‘What does spatial transformation 
mean?: Possibilities for a more equitable, liveable Johan-
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nesburg’. The seminar was held on the JIAS campus at 1 Tolip 
Street in Westdene. It was organised by Dr Melissa Tandiwe 
Myambo, a 2017 JIAS Writing Fellow, in conjunction with the 
Wits City Institute. 

The seminar took place in three sessions.

Johannesburg: critical concerns laid out chronic struc-
tural problems in relation to the city’s historically condi-
tioned spatial politics.
Rethinking Challenges, Exploring Solutions explored 
potential critical solutions, e.g. the transport initiative, 
corridors of Freedom, e�orts to ‘green’ the city economy, 
social housing, and private-public partnerships.
This was followed by a Round Table Discussion among 
local government o�icials, scholars, urban developers, 
and others.
The fourth component of the seminar was an art exhibi-
tion and theoretical photo essay on Johannesburg and 
New Delhi at the Centre for Indian Studies in Africa (CISA) 
in Braamfontein, Johannesburg. It was opened on 1 
June, and remained on view until 7 June.

BOOK LAUNCHES

South Africa’s Corporatised Liberation, by Dale T 
McKinley

On 13 June 2017, JIAS hosted the launch of South Africa’s 
Corporatised Liberation: A Critical Analysis of the ANC in Power 
(Jacana 2017), by Dale T McKinley. The UJ Department of 
Anthropology and Development Studies and Department 

of Communications Studies contributed to the event. The 
respondent was Professor Mary Galvin of the Department of 
Anthropology and Development Studies.

Dale T McKinley is an independent writer, researcher and 
lecturer based in Johannesburg, with a PhD in International 
Political Economy/African Studies.

‘Jeppestown’, by Nocebo 
Bucibo, one of the 
images forming part of 
the art exhibition and 
theoretical photo essay on 
Johannesburg and New 
Delhi.



26  Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study

Issues

JIAS participates in OFF-CENTRE, a book series focused on 
the social, political and cultural life of South and southern 
Africa, and o�ering new perspectives on issues of public 
interest and concern. Written in an accessible style, each 
book presents an engaging and informative read for spe-
cialists and lay persons alike, utilising the best of academic 
scholarship to challenge and correct conventional wisdoms. 
The series editors are John Higgins, Professor of English Lit-
erature at UCT; the writer and academic Kole Omotoso; and 
Prof Peter Vale, Director of JIAS. The publishers are the UKZN 
Press. In the year under review, the first two volumes in the 
series were published.

Volume 1: Water in Southern Africa, by Larry A Swatuk

Larry A Swatuk is a Professor in the School of Environment, 
Enterprise and Development (SEED) at the University of 
Waterloo, Canada; Extraordinary Professor at the Institute for 
Water Studies at the University of the Western Cape, South 
Africa; and a Research Associate of the Bonn International 
Centre for Conversion (BICC).

Volume 2: Jan Smuts and the Indian Question, by Vineet 
Thakur

Vineet Thakur is an assistant professor of International Rela-
tions at Leiden University in The Netherlands. He holds a 
doctorate from Jawaharlal Nehru University in India, and has 
taught at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), 
the University of London, and Ambadkar University in Delhi. 
He was also a post-doctoral fellow at JIAS.

‘Performative Jozi’: A Special Issue of Thesis Eleven 
Volume 141, Issue 1, August 2017. 

Guest Editors : Noëleen Murray and Peter Vale

This special issue was built on a three-day workshop entitled 
‘Performative Urbanisms and the City of Johannesburg’, held 
in Johannesburg in 2015. Hosted by JIAS and the Wits City 
Institute, the purpose of the workshop was to open space for 
thinking di�erently about Johannesburg beyond the con-
straints of standard urban studies and conventional regimes 
of spatial planning. It was also aimed at finding areas of 
correspondence and overlap between the realms of scholarly 
research and grassroots urban activism.

To this end, academics, writers, artists, analysts, and activists 
came together to explore a range of themes around the city 
and its visual, spatial, textual, and especially performative, 
representations, in the context of its functioning as a global 
city in comparative perspective.

The workshop provided space to consider diverse research 
methodologies, creative writings, and artistic strategies 
aimed at moving beyond formulaic constructs of Johan-
nesburg, and instead to o�er an accounting of its novelties, 
complexities, and originalities.
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Writing Fellows with JIAS 
sta�, June 2017.

JIAS Writing Fellows 2016

JIAS selected 11 Writing Fellows for its second 
Writing Term which ran from mid-February to 
mid-June 2017. Writing Fellows had access to 

live-in suites at the JIAS complex in Westdene, 
where they enjoyed a quiet space for work 

and reflection, and participated in academic 
community-building. The term was successful and 

productive, with Fellows producing a wide range 
of academic and other output. The Fellows were:

Scott Anthony, Assistant Professor in Public History at Nan-
yang Technological University in Singapore, and an A�iliate 
Fellow of the Department of the History and Philosophy of 
Science at the University of Cambridge in the UK.

Iordan Avramov, a researcher at the Bulgarian Academy of 
Science, and a historian interested in early modern intellec-
tual communication.

Lee Wei Ching, a PhD candidate with the Curriculum, Teach-
ing and Learning Academic Group in the National Institute of 
Education at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore.

Dr Elvis Imafidon, lecturer in the Department of Philosophy 
of Ambrose Alli University in Nigeria.

Lee Jong-Min, associate professor in the School of Chemi-
cal and Biomedical Engineering at Nanyang Technological 
University in Singapore.

Bill Kinsey, a senior research fellow of the Centre for Applied 
Social Sciences in Harare, Zimbabwe.

Pamela Maseko, an Associate Professor at Rhodes University 
in Grahamstown in the Eastern Cape.
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Dr Melissa Tandiwe Myambo, a research associate at the Centre 
for Indian Studies in Africa (CISA) at the University of the Witwa-
tersrand.

Kole Omotoso, Nigerian academic, writer and actor who currently 
lives in South Africa.

J Brooks Spector, former American diplomat, lecturer in inter-
national relations at the University of the Witwatersrand, and 
governing council member of the Market Theatre.

Maya Wegerif, a writer and poet from Shirley village in Limpopo 
province in South Africa  She holds a degree in African Studies 
from Mount Holyoke College in the United States, and was a resi-
dent writer at the Kirsten Scott Memorial Trust based in Glasgow, 
Scotland.

Seminar Series
The JIAS Writing Fellows presented a seminar series at JIAS that 
ran from April to June. The seminars were open to members of 
the public. The seminars were:

April 5: Elvis Imafidon: Exploring African philosophy and di�er-
ence.
April 19: Maya Wegerif: On new ways to make and distribute film 
in South Africa.
April 26: Iordan Avramov: The Early Royal Society of London and 
Africa: the evidence of the correspondence of Henry Oldenburg 
and related sources.
May 3: Bill Kinsey: An invisible illness - understanding the persis-
tence of chronic child undernutrition in Africa.
May 10: Melissa Myambo: Global cultural time zones, (sub)
national space, unequal access to place.
May 17: Wei Ching Lee: Teacher agency in teaching slow progress 
learners in Singapore.
May 24: Pam Maseko: Language as source of revitalization and 
reclamation of indigenous epistemologies.
May 31: Brooks Spector: Johannesburg’s Newtown: the imagined 
community.
June 7: Kole Omotoso: Death and the exile.
June 14: Scott Anthony: Matthews/Nkrumah: football and art in 
Africa.

Outreach
On 19 February, two of the 2017 Writing Fellows – Kole Omotoso 
and J Brooks Spector — together with Dr Beth Vale of Wits Univer-
sity, took part in a discussion during the ‘My Body, My Space’ Rural 
Arts and Culture Festival held in Emakhazeni in Mpumalanga.

Kole Omotoso 
and J Brooks 
Spector at the 
Rural Arts and 
Culture Festival 
in Emakhazeni, 
Mpumalanga.
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Pam Maseko
Looking back at the four months I spent at JIAS, 
three things strike me: the space allowed for 
nuanced articulation of my research ideas on 
language and social reconstruction; it was an easy 
and unconventional academic space with intel-
lectually nurturing and challenging community of 
scholars; and great friendships that inspired schol-
arly collaborations and personal relationships.

My research project on language as a source for reconstruction of precolonial 
isiXhosa speaking society of the Eastern Cape earned me a place as one of 
the eleven 2017 JIAS Writing Fellows. So, even though this was laid out in 
my application, when I arrived at JIAS and was required to undertake the 
research, I felt overwhelmed. It was the initial weekly meetings and deep 
intellectual conversations with other Fellows over meals that spurred me to 
plot the rest of my time at JIAS. These allowed me to find passion and free-
dom to articulate my research in a scholarly manner, unrestricted by ideologi-
cal assumptions of the discipline that held me back initially. In simple terms, 
the space and people in it allowed me to articulate my research in my own 
scholarly way, unlimited by conventions of language studies. It is now almost 
two months since I le£ JIAS and as I continue to write and share aspects of my 
research in various academic fora, the ideas that were nurtured in that space 
have become more nuanced. 

Secondly, I spent my time at JIAS with an amazing community of scholars! 
I do not know how JIAS was able to select reputable intellectuals from such 
diverse areas of scholarship, yet with deep interest in other disciplines. Our 
meal times were filled with conversations on cultural time zones, ontology 
and ethics, teacher education, nutrition, natural history, and theatre and 

 Letters of appreciation 

literature! My thinking was always stretched; I was made to draw inferences 
from other contexts; my research methodology was positively influenced by 
those from other disciplines; and through these I acquired additional knowl-
edge and skills that are useful beyond my research project at JIAS, and that 
matured me as a scholar. 

Lastly, at JIAS I met many wonderful individuals, who were my housemates 
and colleagues. I developed friendships that continue to flourish. Most impor-
tantly, I have academic collaborations with some of the fellows, collabora-
tions emanating from our informal but useful conversations at the Institute.

Melissa Myambo
JIAS provides the best of both worlds, geographi-
cally and intellectually.  With its wondrous vistas 
of the Melville koppies and its stunning archi-
tecture, it o�ers the tranquillity of a countryside 
writing retreat yet it is right in the middle of the 
vibrant city of Johannesburg.  Intellectually, it 
o�ers the excitement of interdisciplinary engage-
ment and cross-pollinating artistic processes by 

attracting a diverse group of fellows from around South Africa and the world.  
I think JIAS is one of those increasingly rare places in the academic world, one 
where truly independent, path-forging work can be accomplished!

I was especially grateful for the resources made available to me to host a one-
day seminar on spatial transformation in Johannesburg and the accompany-
ing art exhibition.  Many conversations between a diverse group of scholars, 
urbanists, government o�icials, practicing architects and artists began that 
day and they are still continuing. Thank you, JIAS!
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For more than a year prior to my successful 
application for the 2017 Writing Fellowship at 
the Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Stud-
ies (JIAS), I had been eagerly searching for space 
away from work and family to be able to develop 
the manuscript of the book titled White Skin, 
Black Race: Philosophical Discourse of Albinism in 
Africa. At the end of my stay at JIAS on June 16, 

2017, I had successfully completed the six-chapter manuscript – about 224 
pages, preliminaries excluded – within the four months of the fellowship. I 
am indeed grateful to JIAS for providing an enabling environment for serious 
scholarly work. Beyond successfully completing my book manuscript, the 
fellowship gave me the opportunity to meet great minds from di�erent disci-
plines and schools of thought, and make new friends. I also had the opportu-
nity to experience South Africa like never before. JIAS also played a key role in 
helping me present my ideas in a number of conferences during the period of 
the fellowship.

J Brooks Spector
Throughout my five months with JIAS, I found the 
company of scholars you assembled from around 
the world to be a consistently refreshing, engaging 
community of thoughtful, interesting, engaging 
people. They were all focused on their own work 
of course, but the group also coalesced in such a 
way that every one of the fellows felt empowered 
to o�er encouragement to every other fellow, 

despite their disparate research interests. Much of this happened over com-
munal meals, besides the informal drinks sessions and other opportunities 
– just as it should do.

As part of that flow of interaction and engagement, I personally found the 
more formal seminar presentations were an excellent way to gain further 
background on the work being pursued by each member of the group. 
Similarly, the requirement for a formal seminar presentation by each fellow’s 
work challenged me to dig deep in order to find ways to explain my own work 
e�ectively and cogently to a group of people across a very diverse range of 
disciplines.

In fact, I found this very diversity of interests, background and experience 
unexpectedly helpful and stimulating to me in formulating my own research 
work, then in carrying out the actual research, and, finally, in beginning 
to shape that research into a coherent narrative. For example, I had not 
expected to gain useful insights and ideas for my own work from the many 
informal conversations with another fellow specialising in the circumstances 
of an unexplained nutritional condition in Africa, or with another fellow writ-
ing on the history and circumstances of scientific inquiry in the 17th century. 
But, just such conversations – and so many others like those – proved both 
highly pertinent and useful to me in clarifying and focusing my own ideas 
on my own research topic. In that same way, I hope I was able to contribute 
meaningfully in some way to the work of the other fellows in our various 
discussions.

Similarly, I found the director and professional sta� members interested in 
my work and my welfare. They were easily available for consultations with 
me on what I was working on, but they never intruded unnecessarily in my 
work. Moreover, the entire JIAS support and administrative sta� was similarly 
supportive and unfailingly cheerful and enthusiastic, whether it was a ques-
tion about breakfast menus, helping revive the condition of the building’s 
swimming pool, or arranging transport for the entire group to attend theatre 
productions at the Market Theatre.
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Kole Omotoso
The time and space provided for me at JIAS 
a�orded me reflection on a hectic life of read-
ing, writing, acting and political activism. I had 
been in dire need of such a time and space. It also 
a�orded me time to finish a troublesome autobi-
ography I had put aside for five years. The space 
provided a close collaboration and communica-
tion with a small community of intellectuals and 

activists from diverse disciplines. This was a special blessing that will keep 
reminding me of the Class of 2017. It was a true fellowship.

Finally, JIAS gave me the title to a cautionary tale still to be written “Never 
attempt to catch a falling knife” as written on the refrigerator in the kitchen. It 
was a marvellous time and space. Thank you.

Scott Anthony
I loved my time at JIAS – the Institute treats its 
fellows very generously, and there was a good mix 
of backgrounds and interests. As a fellow you felt 
anyone was able and welcome to contribute. But 
equally it didn’t matter if you wanted or needed to 
retreat for a bit either.

The fellowship allowed me to develop a new 
project about football, art and cultural diplomacy. 

I dra£ed a chapter, planned and rehearsed a seminar presentation, and 
produced one short media article and a BBC World Service radio interview. 
In addition to reading and writing, this involved archival visits to Zurich and 
London. 

I also wrote a proposal for a book based on case studies I have collated over 
the past five years about the practical use of history by non-university based 

historians in fields as diverse as retailing, climate science and video games. 
The proposal was sent out for review, and has been accepted by Manchester 
University Press.  I re-edited and proof-read two existing articles. I also wrote 
a short journal article entitled ‘Equatorial art: How the National Gallery of Sin-
gapore will transform culture in the tropics’ for Danske Museer, a pre-eminent 
Danish journal funded by the Cultural Ministry and Danish Arts Council.

I hope to come back to JIAS, Johannesburg and South Africa. Thanks again to 
JIAS and all its sta�.

Bill Kinsey
Joining JIAS was a bit like going back to university 
… but with a very small, select class, all of whom 
had a lifetime of experience and  a wealth of 
innovative ideas.  Mutual learning was continuous, 
not only from the fact that we all beavered away 
on our individual projects but also especially from 
the stimulating flow of ideas around shared meals 
and at the convivial borrels.  It was an atmosphere 

extremely conducive to creativity.

While my planned monograph remains a work in progress, I was able to com-
plete individual chapters and have them critiqued in important public fora.  
One such presentation was a paper I gave at the Third International Hidden 
Hunger Congress in Stuttgart entitled ‘An Invisible Illness: The Persistence 
of Chronic Undernutrition Despite Nutritional Interventions -- Evidence and 
Policy Gaps’. This paper defines the theoretical core for the monograph. The 
critiques and questions I received from my JIAS colleagues when I did my in-
house JIAS presentation have also proved invaluable.

Another presentation made possible by the research I accomplished during 
my time at JIAS is a joint presentation at the London School of Economics 
and the Centre for Economic Policy Research entitled ‘Stunting in Sub- 
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Saharan Africa:  Why “Nutrition-Sensitive” Interventions Have Had So Lit-
tle Impact’. This paper reflects a growing shi£ in emphasis in the ongoing 
research away from the global scale and an increasing concentration on 

southern Africa.

I close with a vote of thanks to the academic 
colleagues and the support sta� at JIAS.  All of 
you combined to create an atmosphere none 
of us writing fellows will ever forget. Thank 
you for your support and for making JIAS the 
special place it is.

Wei Ching Lee 
I would like to express my gratitude towards 

JIAS, UJ and NTU. The collaboration between these universities allowed 
me to have unforgettable and wonderful experiences in the course of the 
JIAS Writing Fellowship programme. This programme provided me with 
the precious time and support I needed to consolidate and analyse my 
research data, and write several articles. During my stay at JIAS I also had 
the precious opportunity to meet researchers from all over the world. 
Even though we came from di�erent research backgrounds, I enjoyed 
sharing knowledge, insights and opinions with the other Fellows. This 
experience has expanded my horizon about research in di�erent areas, 
and planted the seeds of new ideas for future research. As a novice 
researcher, I really appreciated the generous sharing from experienced 
researchers about their writing, research and life experiences. They 
became my inspiring models for my career development.  Besides my 
professional growth, I also extremely thankful for the friendships among 
all the Fellows. African Fellows in particular introduced me to the warm 
hospitality and caring cultures of Africa. I truly enjoyed the social and 
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