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Like for most institutions and individuals 
around the world, the year 2020 started with 
great promise for the Johannesburg Institute 
for Advanced Study (JIAS). As it has become 
our cherished tradition, we welcomed a fresh 
cohort of Writing Fellows drawn from all over the 
world. It was an exciting and diverse group of 
novelists, social scientists, a mathematician and 
many more. The pool from which this group was 
selected was the largest in the history of JIAS, 

which confirmed 
our observation 
that the JIAS 
Writing Fellowship 

has become one of the most sought after writing 
fellowship programmes in the world. 
Although there were murmurs of a viral disease 
that had come to bring about human death at an 
alarming scale in China, it did not occur to us that 
it would develop into a global pandemic that would 
envelop the whole world and leave devastation and 
so much grief and sorrow in its wake. Even as the first 
positive case was recorded in South Africa in early 
March, we did not grasp that COVID-19 would upend 
our lives and the well laid out plans for the year so 
totally. Introduction of measures that restricted our 
movement and turned our homes into prisons in 
order to save lives militated against the very idea of 
an institute for advanced study and the university 
broadly: a place of unfettered assembly, of free 

Director’s message

debate, of inquiry. Since its founding, these values have and 
continue to define JIAS and what we do here. Faced with 
an unrelentingly ravaging disease that took advantage of 
our sociability, JIAS was forced to curtail fundamentally its 
academic programme and to retreat to virtual platforms 
where it pursued its intellectual mission. Although a 
substantial number of Writing Fellows elected to continue 
with the fellowship against all odds, physical seminars, 
symposia and other intellectual pursuits for which JIAS had 
become proudly known were scaled back.

Despite all the setbacks and body blows inflicted by 
COVID-19, the year 2020 was not the wasteland that it 
threatened to be. For JIAS, it was a year of significant 
accomplishment and progress. One of the major highlights 
was the admission of JIAS as full member of the University-
Based Institutes for Advanced Study (UBIAS), which is a 
global network of similar institutes drawn from all over the 
world. This achievement does not only cement the status of 
JIAS as one of the leading institutes of its kind in the world; 
it also opens up a world of collaboration, exchange and 
other opportunities for the institute. We will therefore use 
our membership in UBIAS to forge closer collaboration with 
our sister institutes. Another highlight was the expansion of 
the JIAS fellowship programme to include a Postdoctoral 
Research Fellowship. The decision to introduce this type 
of fellowship was informed by our recent experience 
whereby we received a significant number of applications 
from early career scholars and researchers who had just 
completed their PhDs. Although most of the applicants 
were young scholars of exceptional ability, they could not 
compete fairly with more accomplished applicants who 
usually apply for the Writing Fellowship. The first cohort 

Bongani Ngqulunga
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of 10 Postdoctoral Research Fellows benefitted from a 
partnership with the South African National Institute for the 
Humanities and Social Sciences (NIHSS), which generously 
funded the fellowship. 

The year 2020 saw JIAS also expanding with the 
establishment of the Karl Mittermaier Centre for the 
Philosophy of Economics (KMCPE). The KMCPE is a 
partnership between the University of Johannesburg and 
Mrs. Isabella Mittermaier, Karl Mittermaier’s widow. The 
main mission of the Centre is to promote the work and 
ideas of Karl Mittermaier, an exceptional academic and 
economist who worked at the University of Witwatersrand 
from the 1970s until his retirement almost a decade ago. 
Mittermaier’s work, which focused on the philosophy of 
economics and institutional economics was breath taking 
and way ahead of its time. The renewed attention and 
focus on the philosophical foundations of economics due 
to the global economic crisis the world has gone through 
has made Karl Mittermaier’s work even more relevant. The 
Centre’s mission complements JIAS’s main concern with 
searching for new ideas that address some of the pressing 
problems that face humanity today. We are very pleased 
that Mrs. Mittermaier chose JIAS as a custodian of her 
former husband’s intellectual legacy and we look forward 
to supporting the Centre in its endevours to generate 
new ideas that will address some of the most important 
questions that confront the economies of the world.

Another significant highlight for the year was the 
appointment of the JIAS Advisory Board. What makes this 
board different is that it is made up of men and women 
of great distinction, accomplishment and expertise. They 
include the third President of the democratic Republic 
of South Africa, Mr. Kgalema Motlanthe, who graciously 
agreed to serve as chairperson of the Advisory Board. 

Among other members of the Advisory Board are men 
and women who have distinguished themselves in diverse 
fields such as science and engineering, history and 
social sciences, literature and business. All of them are 
accomplished leaders in their own right running complex 
organisations. It is a great honour that they have each 
decided to spur a part of their precious time to serve on 
the JIAS board. Our audacity to request them to become 
members of the board demonstrates our commitment and 
ambition to make this institute one of the best in the world. 
JIAS looks forward to benefitting from wisdom, experience 
and visionary leadership.

By mentioning these marks of progress for JIAS, I do not 
intend to understate the disruption, loss and grief that 
COVID-19 has brought to our lives. What COVID-19 has 
taught us and continues to bring to our attention also is 
the story of human resilience and ingenuity. This global 
pandemic has brought out the best in humanity: health 
care workers risking their lives in order to tend to the sick; 
health and medical scientists working at warp speed to 
produce life-saving vaccines; neighbours, friends and 
strangers comforting one another in times of sorrow. This 
spirit of human resilience was ably demonstrated at a 
much smaller scale here at JIAS when a group of Writing 
Fellows forged ahead with their fellowship despite the 
ravaging pandemic. We are grateful to each and every one 
of them for keeping the torch of JIAS burning during one 
of the darkest hours in the history of humanity. Moreover, 
we should all give thanks to all those who have sacrificed 
time, energy and, regrettably in some cases, their own 
lives to keep us safe from the unrelenting disease. For their 
efforts, the pall of darkness that has enveloped humanity is 
gradually receding. 
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1.1
Who are we
The Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study 
(JIAS) is an institute based at the University 
of Johannesburg, South Africa. Although only 
launched in May 2015 as the first fully-fledged 

institute for advanced scholarship 
in Gauteng, South Africa’s economic 
and political heartland, JIAS has 

grown to be one of the leading institutes of its 
kind on the African continent. Its purpose is to 
promote advanced research in the humanities, 
social sciences and natural sciences beyond 
regular teaching and research activities that take 
place at institutions of higher learning.
Since its inception, JIAS has striven to create 
conditions in which scholars, researchers and 
writers can deliver cutting interdisciplinary thought 
and research at the highest academic level. This is 
done by reaching beyond the regular teaching and 
research routines of contemporary institutions of 
higher education, and by encouraging collaborative 
scholarly cooperation in the humanities, natural and 
social sciences.

About JIAS

1

1.2
What we offer
JIAS delivers on its core mandate by offering a 
variety of fellowships, hosting innovative conferences, 
symposia, seminars and workshops, and facilitating 
research collaboration among scholars and 
researchers from different disciplines of identified 
research themes. 
Similar to leading institutes of its kind in the world, JIAS 
offers a diversity of fellowships, which attract emerging 
and leading scholars who spend anything from a few 
weeks to a year at the JIAS campus. From the beginning of 
February to the end of May every year, JIAS hosts a group 
of exceptional creative writers, scholars and researchers 
from different disciplines to participate in the flagship 
Writing Fellowship. Each Writing Fellow focuses on his/her 
individual project while benefitting from interacting with 
other Writing Fellows and from the community of scholars 
and writers from the University of Johannesburg and from 
the broader Gauteng academic community.

The Research Fellowships are open to scholars, creative 
writers and artists who are involved in medium- to 
long-term projects. Although individuals who intend to 
pursue individual projects are not prevented to apply 
for the Research Fellowships, JIAS prefers to support 
scholars and writers who intend to work on collaborative 
interdisciplinary projects on identified research themes. 
The two other types of fellowships JIAS offers are 
Visiting and Postdoctoral Research Fellowships. Visiting 
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Fellowships are open to scholars, creative writers and 
artists who require the tranquillity and excellent facilities 
at JIAS on a short-term basis (from several weeks to 
a year). Postdoctoral Fellowships, on the other hand, 
are open to exceptional young scholars who have just 
completed their doctoral degrees.

In addition, JIAS regularly hosts academic conferences, 
symposia, seminars and workshops on some of the most 
important topics in the humanities, and natural and social 
sciences. These events are held at our beautiful campus in 
Westdene, Johannesburg, and sometimes at various venues 
in the University of Johannesburg’s four campuses in 
Auckland Park, Doornfontein and Soweto. Over the years, 
JIAS (individually and often in collaboration with other 
academic departments and institutes at the University of 
Johannesburg and beyond) has organised conferences and 
seminars on cutting edge research, which have attracted 
participation of leading scholars in the relevant fields.

1.3
Facilities
JIAS is based on a dedicated campus in the Johannesburg suburb of Westdene, 
near the University of Johannesburg. It offers beautiful accommodation facilities 
for fellows and other visiting scholars and writers, as well as conference and 
workshop facilities. The University of Johannesburg also bought a dedicated 
facility close to the main JIAS for use by postdoctoral fellows, full-time staff and 
visiting fellows. These offices offer a space for the fellows to work and engage with 
one another.

Writing fellows at 
the JIAS facilities
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1.4
Governance and Management
1.4.1 JIAS Advisory Board

In 2020, a new Advisory Board (AB) was appointed to provide oversight and strategic guidance on the mandate and activities of JIAS. Led by 
the former President of the Republic of South Africa, Mr. Kgalema Motlanthe, members of the AB are drawn from various academic disciplines 
and sectors of society from South Africa and abroad. They include physicists, engineers, mathematicians, historians, novelists, poets, social 
scientists, and business and social entrepreneurs. The University of Johannesburg is immensely grateful that they have agreed to dedicate 
their precious time to provide their expertise, wisdom, leadership and vision to JIAS. The members of the AB are the following:

Mr. Kgalema Motlanthe
Former President of the 

Republic of South Africa

Prof Tshilidzi Marwala
Vice-Chancellor and Principal

University of Johannesburg

Prof Saurabh Sinha
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research)

University of Johannesburg

Prof Wale Adebanwi
Director of the African Studies Centre

University of Oxford

Prof Emmanuel Akyeampong
Director of the Harvard University 

Center for African Studies
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Prof Chris Brink
Emeritus Vice-Chancellor
Newcastle University, UK

Ms Tsitsi Dangarembga
Novelist

Prof Antjie Krog
University of the Western Cape

Prof Romain Murenzi
The World Academy of Sciences

Dr Joanna Newman
Association of Commonwealth 

Universities

Prof Jong-Dae Park
Yonsei University

South Korea

Prof Leila Patel
University of Johannesburg

Dr Bongani Ngqulunga
University of Johannesburg 

(ex officio member)
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Dr Bongani Ngqulunga 
is the Director of the 
Johannesburg Institute 
for Advanced Study (JIAS) 
based at the University 
of Johannesburg in South 
Africa. A sociologist and 
a biographer, he holds 
a doctorate from Brown 
University in the United 
States of America. He is 
the author of The Man 
Who Founded the ANC: A 
Biography of Pixley ka Isaka 
Seme, which won three major 
literary prizes, including 
the prestigious Alan Paton 
Award. He previously worked 
in the Presidency in the 
South African government.

Ms Emelia Kamena who 
manages all operational 
projects at JIAS, also 
oversees the running of 
facilities and general 
maintenance. Ms Kamena 
completed her Honours 
degree at the University 
of Johannesburg and she 
is studying towards her 
Master’s degree.

Mr Sivuyile Momoza, who 
runs the administration of 
all projects at JIAS, holds a 
Bachelor of Administration 
from the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal. He is 
a former government 
employee, with an extensive 
experience in administration.

Ms Vanessa Kennedy, who 
is responsible for managing 
all marketing activities at 
JIAS holds a degree and 
BCom Honours in Marketing 
Management from the 
University of Johannesburg. 
Ms Kennedy also organises 
events and manages 
stakeholder relations. 

1.4.2 JIAS Staff

The day to day running 
of JIAs is overseen by the 
staff led by the director,  
Dr Bongani Ngqulunga. 
The staff members are  
the following:

JIAS SUPPORT STAFF
Left to right:  

Ms Johanna Menyoka,  
Mr Saeka Subanda, and 

Ms Maria Matla (facilities staff)
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1.5 
JIAS Visiting Professors

Professor Chris Brink
Professor Chris Brink served as Vice-Chancellor of Newcastle University in the UK from 
2007 till 2016. He was a Board member of the Russell Group, as well as the N8, the 
partnership of eight research-intensive universities in the North of England, which he also 
chaired. Previously he had served as a Board member of Universities UK (where he chaired 
the Student Policy Network), the national Equality Challenge Unit (also as Co-Chair), 
the national Quality Assurance Agency, JISC (the national digital services provider), the 
Advisory Committee on Leadership, Governance and Management of HEFCE, the North 
East Local Enterprise Partnership, and various regional Boards. Currently he serves on the 
University Grants Committee in Hong Kong, where he chairs the implementation group for 
the 2020 Research Assessment Exercise.

Professor Julia Gallagher
Julia Gallagher is a Professor in African Politics. Her research explores citizens’ 
conceptions of statehood and state-society relations, combining political, social, 
aesthetic and psychoanalytic theory with extensive fieldwork. She has written on UK-
African relations, Images of Africa and Zimbabwean conceptions of the state in relation 
to the wider world. Julia leads an ERC-funded project on architecture and statehood 
in Africa. She is a Senior Research Fellow at the Johannesburg Institute for Advanced 
Study, University of Johannesburg, a member of the Editorial Board of African Affairs 
and a member of the Advisory Board of the John and Elnora Ferguson Centre for African 
Studies, University of Bradford. She is a fellow of the Higher Education Academy.
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Professor Vincent Maphai
Vincent Maphai is the chairman of Discovery Foundation and a non-executive Board member of the Discovery Holdings. 
Formerly he was Chairman of BHP Billiton, Southern Africa, and executive director of the South African Breweries.  
Professor Maphai joined the private sector in 1998 after an academic career spanning more than two decades. He taught 
locally at the Universities of Transkei, Witwatersrand, Western Cape, Cape Town and Pretoria. He holds degrees from 
the Universities of Natal, UNISA and the Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium. He also participated in the Advanced 
Management Program at the Harvard Business School. The University of Pretoria awarded him a degree of Doctor 
of Philosophy, Honoris Causa in 2007. He has held various teaching and research fellowships at institutions abroad, 
including Oxford, Harvard, Princeton and Stanford. Among various public policy roles, he chaired the Council of the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal, was appointed Chairman of the Presidential Review Commission by President Mandela, and 
served as Chairman of the South African Broadcasting Corporation by President Mbeki.

Professor Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni
Sabelo J. Ndlovu-Gatsheni is Professor, founding Head of Archie Mafeje Research Institute for Applied Social Policy (AMRI) and 
currently Acting Executive Director of the Change Management Unit (CMU) in the Vice-Chancellor’s Office at the University 
of South Africa (UNISA).  He is also the founder of the Africa Decolonial Research Network (ADERN) based in at the University 
of South Africa. He is a National Research Foundation (NRF) rated social scientist; a member of the Academy of Science of 
South Africa (ASSAf); a Fellow of African Studies Centre (ASC) in the Netherlands; and a Research Associate at the Ferguson 
Centre for African and Asian Studies at The Open University in the United Kingdom.  Professor Ndlovu-Gatsheni has published 
over a hundred publications and his major publications include The Ndebele Nation: Reflections on Hegemony, Memory and 
Historiography (Amsterdam & Pretoria: Rosenberg Publishers & UNISA Press, 2009); Do ‘Zimbabweans’ Exist? Trajectories of 
Nationalism, National Identity Formation and Crisis in a Postcolonial State (Oxford & Bern: Peter Lang International Academic 
Publishers, 2009); Redemptive or Grotesque Nationalism? Rethinking Contemporary Politics in Zimbabwe (Oxford & Bern: 
Peter Lang International Academic Publishers, 2011); Empire, Global Coloniality and African Subjectivity (New York & Oxford: 
Berghahn Books, June 2013); Coloniality of Power in Postcolonial Africa: Myths of Decolonization (Dakar: CODESRIA, 2013); 
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Professor Pier Paolo
Pier Paolo Frassinelli is Professor of Communication and Media Studies at the University of Johannesburg. He 
has a laurea (summa cum laude) from the University of Pisa and a PhD from the University of Southampton. He is 
advisory chair of the South African Communication Association (SACOMM), book and film reviews editor of Journal of 
African Cinemas, and a member of the International Advisory Board of Journal of African Media Studies. His recent and 
forthcoming publications include Borders, Media Crossings and the Politics of Translation: The Gaze from Southern Africa 
(Routledge, 2019) and Sovvertire i confini: traduzioni, media e lo sguardo dal sud (ombre corte, 2021). In 2020, he was a writing 
fellow at the Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Studies and in 2021 he is a writing fellow at the Stellenbosch Institute 
for Advanced Studies. He is currently working on a book project on African cinemas. 

Professor John Rapley
John Rapley has made a vocation of working, and living, at the frontier where theory meets practice. After beginning his 
career at Oxford University’s International Development Centre, he left for the developing world, where he spent the next 
two decades working as an academic, journalist and ultimately the co-creator and director of a policy think tank. Along 
the way, he has done fellowships and visiting professorships at universities on three continents and, upon returning to the 
UK, lectured at the University of Cambridge’s Centre of Development Studies. He now makes his home at St. Edmund’s 
College, University of Cambridge. The author of four books, dozens of scholarly articles, and over 1,000 newspaper and 
magazine features, he worked on two projects during his visiting fellowship at JIAS.

With Peter Heather, he is co-authoring The Lives of Empires (Penguin, 2020), which compares the history of the Roman 
Empire and the contemporary Western world to present a theory of imperial life-cycles. In tandem with this, he was 
writing a collection of short stories profiling the lives of ordinary people while they navigate this era of profound change, 
as the Western-dominated global order gives way to an emergent and as yet undefined one.

Nationalism and National Projects in Southern Africa: New Critical Reflections (Pretoria: Africa Institute of South Africa, 2013); Bondage of Boundaries and 
Identity Politics in Postcolonial Africa: The ‘Northern Problem’ and Ethno-Futures (Pretoria: Africa Institute of South Africa, 2013); Mugabeism? History, Politics 
and Power in Zimbabwe (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, August 2015); Decolonizing the University, Knowledge Systems and Disciplines (North Carolina, 
Carolina Academic Press, April 2016); The Decolonial Mandela: Peace, Justice and Politics of Life (New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books, March 2016);  Joshua 
Mqabuko Nkomo of Zimbabwe: Politics, Power and Memory (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017; and Epistemic Freedom in Africa: Deprovincialization and 
Decolonization (London & New York: Routledge, July 2018). 
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The year 2020 started with a lot of promise and excitement at JIAS with fifteen Writing Fellows arriving 
at the Westdene Campus to start their fellowship programme. This was the largest group in the history 
of JIAS among whom were outstanding writers, social scientists, historians, and a mathematician drawn 
from all the corners of the world. In keeping with the proud tradition of the institute, we introduced the 
Writing Fellows to the cosmopolitan city of Johannesburg and the surrounding areas. One of the places 
the new fellows visited was the historic township of Soweto in south-west Johannesburg. Although it 
began as a slum on the outskirts of the city and was subsequently turned into a poster child of racial 
segregation and exclusion, Soweto has become synonymous with the struggle for emancipation and 
inclusion in South Africa. And over the years, it has become one of the first stops JIAS takes its fellows 
to as a way of introducing to this great city of Johannesburg. Another iconic place JIAS fellows visit is 
Maropeng in Sterkfontein—the cradle of humankind. Although these visits appear to run contrary to the 
idea of a quiet writing retreat, they have proved to be useful to introduce fellows to the Writing Fellowship 
and to anchor them into the city. In some cases, they have served as inspiration to fellows. 

2020 Academic year
at a glance

2



16

2020 JIAS ANNUAL REPORT

This customary start to the fellowship was soon disrupted 
by news of outbreak of the Coronavirus. On the 5th of 
March 2020, the first COVID-19 case in South Africa was 
confirmed. As the virus spread with relentless speed across 
the population, President Cyril Ramaphosa was compelled 
to declare a state of disaster on 15 March 2020, which 
was followed by the introduction of the national lockdown 
ten days later. The national lockdown brought the whole 
country into a ground halt, which meant effectively that 

our best laid plans for the year had to be cancelled. For JIAS, this meant cancelling all 
external events until further notice, in order to ensure the safety of all speakers, guests 
and staff members. And yet, the majority of Writing Fellows chose to forge ahead with 
their writing projects, which called for JIAS to introduce extraordinary measures to ensure 
their safety. In addition, the Writing Fellows chose to continue with their internal seminars, 
which meant that no guests could attend these presentations. The staff members of JIAS 
also had to work remotely from home. In the spirit of resilience demonstrated by the 
Writing Fellows, JIAS decided to host virtual events in order to keep the conversation and 
debate that the institute has become known for going. These webinars and symposiums 
were very successful, as many people from all over the world joined in and participated. 
The year also saw JIAS entered into a historic partnership with the South African National 
Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences (NIHSS) to offer a Postdoctoral Research 
Fellowship for ten individuals. Almost two hundred applications for the fellowship were 
received and the most outstanding individuals were chosen. Initially conceived as a twelve 
months programme, the joint fellowship was extended to another year. The Postdoctoral 
Fellows joined a group of three Visiting Research Fellows who had joined JIAS at the 
beginning of June 2020. 

The popularity of JIAS virtual events was demonstrated by their sheer number over a 
period of few months. By the end of 2020, JIAS had hosted 47 events, most of which were 
virtual, with a smattering of physical and hybrid events. One of the major innovations of 
the year was introduction of the monthly JIAS Virtual Symposium, which is director by 
Dr Fazil Moradi. It draws leading scholars from all over the world to discuss and debate 
topical issues facing the academy and the world. Some of the topics that have been 
discussed at the symposia include, Technoscientific Futures, COVID-19 in the 21st Century, 
Ecology Human Futures and Democracy without State, Literature and Memories of Zimbabwe 
and Iraq, Human movement as sacrifice, setting fire to the borders of the nation-state, 
Anton Wilhelm Amo’s between-worlds biography and From the Colonial Nation-State to a 
Decolonized Political Community. These symposia deals with colonialism, genocides and 
ecological destruction.

The Writing and Postdoctoral Research Fellows also presented their seminars during the 
course of the year. They included various aspects of sociology, anthropology, history, law, 
politics, philosophy and literature.

Exploring Southern Perspectives on International Development – 5 March 2020

Dr Olivia Rutazibwa seminar – 12 March 2020
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3.1 
Writing Fellowship
The Writing Fellowship remains the Institute’s flagship initiative. The call for 
applications for the fifth semester of the Writing Fellowship attracted considerable 
interest with over 400 applications and only 15 available spaces. This was the 
first year in the history of JIAS with so many writing fellows. From this group of 15 
people, there were historians, anthropologists, novelists, poets, writers, authors, 
social scientists, political scientists, lecturers in communication studies and media 
and performance studies. They joined JIAS from Zimbabwe, India, United States 
of America, United Kingdom, Germany and South Africa.

Fellowship
Programmes

3
Left to right: Back: Dr Fazil Moradi, Dr Malebo Sephodi, Ms Carien Smith,  

Dr Siphiwe Ndlovu, Professor Aderemi Kuku, Professor Francis Musoni,  
Dr Amaha Senu, Dr Olivia Rutazibwa, Professor Amber Day.
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NoViolet Bulawayo  
is an award winning writer 
whose novel, We Need New 
Names, has won numerous 
prestigious awards and 
was shortlisted for the Man 
Booker Prize in 2013. She 
holds an M.F.A degree from 
Cornel University and in 
2014 was a Wallace Stegner 
Fellow at Stanford University. 
Bulawayo completed her novel 
titled Glory, during the JIAS 

fellowship. 

Siphiwe Gloria Ndlovu
is the 2019 winner of the 
prestigious Barry Ronge Fiction 
Prize for her novel, The Theory 
of Flight. Ndlovu worked on 
her fourth novel, tentatively 
titled The Creation of a Half-
Broken People, during the 2020 
Writing Fellowship. As Ndlovu 
describes it, the novel is about 
Elizabeth Chalmers, a Coloured 
woman who knows that she 
is spiritually possessed by an 
African woman who died with 
unfinished business that she 
wants to settle.

Charl Naudé  
is a renowned poet, and won 
several prizes and nominations 
for his first novel, published in 
2018. This includes the UJ Prize 
for Afrikaans fiction. During 
his fellowship at JIAS, Naudé 
continued writing a novel in 
English that is based, as he 
describes it, on the so-called 
last colonial war of Southern 
Africa, a small but tragic war, 
fought by General Jan Smuts 
against the Bondelswarts 
people of the then Southwest 
Africa. The Bondelswarts were 
waging a guerrilla war against 
the Union of South Africa in 
1922 and Smuts suppressed the 
uprising with air raids just as 
he did on the Witwatersrand 
during the labour uprisings of 
the same year.

Aderemi Kuku  
is the immediate past President 
of the African Academy of 
Sciences, 2014-2017. He was 
the President of the African 
Mathematical Union from 1986-
1995 and is a Distinguished 
Professor at the National 
Mathematical Centre in 
Abuja, Nigeria. He was a 
Professor of Mathematics at 
the International Centre for 
Theoretical Physics, Trieste, Italy 
from 1995-2003. Kuku joined 
the JIAS Writing Fellowship 
where he revised his book, 
titled Presentation Theory and 
Higher Algebraic K-theory, as well 
as writing a follow-up book, 
titled Representation Theory 
and Higher Algebraic K-theory, 
Volume II.

Pier Paolo Frassinelli 
is an Associate Professor at the 
Department of Communication 
Studies, University of 
Johannesburg. He has been 
working on a research project, 
titled African Cinemas: Spaces, 
Audiences and Genres, which 
presents an ethnography and 
political economy of different 
spaces (cinemas, film festivals, 
websites, and other public 
spaces) where African films are 
screened, as well as an analysis 
of a selection of contemporary 
African films and of the 
genres and trends that they 
represent. The project maps 
the changes in contemporary 
African cinemas – new genres, 
directions and trends – brought 
about by digital production 
and distribution technologies, 
as well as by changes in the 
sociocultural context and in 
audience composition. He used 
his time at JIAS working on the 
first draft of a book originating 
from this project.
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Amber Day 
is a Professor of Media and 
Performance Studies in the 
Department of Literary and 
Cultural Studies at Bryant 
University in the United 
States. Her research focuses 
broadly on the intersections 
of art and political speech, 
including ironic and satiric 
communication, political 
performance and activism, 
and public debate. Day used 
her fellowship at JIAS to work 
on a book, tentatively titled 
Female Comedians as Cultural 
Battleground. This book 
examines the work of feminist 
comedians such as Samantha 
Bee, Amy Schumer, Leslie 
Jones, Michelle Wolf, Tiffany 
Haddish, and Ali Wong, and 
the responses they engender 
from both fans and trolls. 

Malebo Sephodi
Malebo Sephodi is an award-winning author, community 
development worker and an interdisciplinary scholar. Her book, 
Miss Behave, won her the South African Literary Awards First-
Time Published Author Prize in 2018. Sephodi used her stay at 
JIAS to put together a collection of essays that interrogated 
black women as state and non-state actors and their impact 
on international relations and how this can shape knowledge 
production. This collection of essays follows the lives of a 
selection of black women and events (such as Leyman Gbowee, 
Joyce Banda, Waangari Maathai, Nigerian women’s war, Winnie 
Mandela, Lauretta Ngcobo, Pumzile Mlambo, Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf, Chibok girls, Rwanda and gender) from Africa throughout 
history and writes them as frameworks to discuss the impact 
they have had on global politics.

Francis Musoni 
is an Associate Professor in History at the University of Kentucky. 
He is the author of the book on migration in Southern Africa, 
titled Border Jumping and Migration Control in Southern Africa. 
Musoni wrote the first draft of his book on the political career 
of Ndabaningi Sithole, the founding president of the Zimbabwe 
African National Union (ZANU), a nationalist movement that 
spearheaded the 1970s armed struggle for independence in 
Zimbabwe (Rhodesia). The title of the project is Ndabaningi 
Sithole and the Struggle for Liberation, Justice and Democracy 
in Zimbabwe. While there are several books on the nationalist 
struggle for independence in Zimbabwe and on Mugabe’s roles 
during and after the war, not much has been done to understand 
Sithole’s political career and contributions to the making of 
modern Zimbabwe.
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Nisha Poyyaprath Rayaroth 
holds a PhD in history from the University of Delhi and her 
first book, Jumbos and Jumping Devils: A Social History of 
Indian Circus, is forthcoming from Oxford University Press, 
India. Rayaroth was SSRC Trans-regional Research Fellow 
with the Centre for Indian Studies in Africa, University of the 
Witwatersrand, in 2017-2018. She is currently working on research 
that explores the transnational flows of African circus performers 
across continents. She is also working on an edited collection 
based on the international conference, ‘Circus Histories and 
Theories’, she organised at the Centre for Indian Studies in Africa 
in 2018. While at JIAS, she worked to develop the conceptual 
contours of her current research on the transnational flows of 
African circus bodies and the associated economic, social and 
cultural capital across continents.

Fazil Moradi is a fellow of Law, Organization, Science and 
Technology Research Network (LOST), engaging evidence and 
future by design, and Sci-Tech Asia at the University of Hong 
Kong. He has been a researcher of the International Max Planck 
Research School on Retaliation, Mediation and Punishment, and 
taught at the University of Halle-Wittenberg in Germany. Moradi 
worked on a monograph, entitled Hosting Modernity’s Feminicide-
Genocide: Writing al-Anf?l into World History. As both inter- and 
transdisciplinary commitment, the book engages translation 
and hospitality in the afterlives of modernity’s violence. He is the 
editor of Memory and genocide: on what remains and the possibility of 
representation, (co-ed. by R Buchenhorst and M Six-Hohenbalken, 
Routledge, 2017), and, Tele-evidence – On the Translatability of 
Modernity’s Violence (Special Issue co-ed. by R. Rottenburg, Critical 
Studies Journal, 2019). His other publications appear in: CODESRIA, 
JHEA, Genocide Studies International, and PLOS ONE. Moradi’s 
current anthropological inquiries include Art and Aesthetic 
Practices, Archive, Restitution of Colonial Artworks, Imperial 
Violence in the Middle East, and Algorithmization of the Everyday.

Amaha Senu 
is a social scientist working at 
the intersections of International 
Relations, Critical Security 
Studies, Criminology and 
International Political Sociology. 
He is also a Postdoctoral 
Research Associate at Seafarers 
International Research Centre at 
Cardiff University in the United 
Kingdom. His current research 
project, provisionally titled 
Governing Assemblages and 
Security: Stowaways in Global 
Shipping, is based on four years 
of extensive research into the 
issue of maritime stowaways 
in the global shipping industry. 
As part of the research, Senu 
interviewed former and active 
stowaways who embark on 
adventurous but risky voyages 
on commercial cargo ships 
from ports in South Africa and 
Djibouti. During the 2020 JIAS 
Writing Fellowship, Senu worked 
on his monograph.
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Carien Smith 
is a writer and academic 
currently residing in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. In 
her creative work, she mainly 
works in the genres of short 
fiction and theatre. She was a 
recipient of the Iceland Writers 
Retreat Alumni Award (2019) 
and was shortlisted for the PEN 
International New Voices Award 
(2015). She has won the AdHoc 
Flash Fiction competition 
twice (2018, 2016). In 2015, she 
received an AFRIKOON from 
the ATKV. She has published 
short fiction in multiple books 
and other publications. Smith 
worked on a book titled ‘f/vel’ – 
a short Afrikaans fiction made 
up of approximately eight to 10 
flash fiction pieces and 10-15 
short fiction pieces. The goal 
is to have this book translated 
into other languages in future.

Layla Brown-Vincent 
is an Assistant Professor of Africana Studies at the University 
of Massachusetts, Boston. Prior to this appoint ment, she was 
a Postdoctoral Fellow at Bucknell University in Pennsylvania. 
Trained as a Cultural Anthro pologist, Brown-Vincent uses 
ethnography and history to examine black/Afrodescended 
social movements in Cuba, Venezuela, and the US South and 
the ways they are informed by and help expand Pan-Africanism 
and black/African Feminism in the 21st Century. Brown-Vincent 
is a regular contributor to Black Perspectives, the award-
winning blog of the African American Intellectual History 
Society (AAIHS). She used her fellowship at JIAS to work on her 
book manuscript, titled Return to the Source: Pan-African Global 
Blackness in the 21st Century.

Olivia Umurerwa Rutazibwa  
is a Belgian/Rwandan political scientist and Senior Lecturer 
in European and International (Development) Studies at the 
University of Portsmouth in the UK. She has published in various 
academic journals, is the co-editor of The Routledge Handbook 
of Postcolonial Politics and Decolonization and Feminisms in Global 
Teaching and Learning. She is also associate editor of International 
Feminist Journal of Politics. She has previously worked as Africa 
desk editor, journalist and columnist at the Brussels based 
quarterly MO* Magazine. She authored The End of the White 
World. A Decolonial Manifesto (in Dutch, EPO, 2019). In 2011, 
she delivered a TEDx talk titled: Decolonizing Western Minds. 
During her stay at JIAS, Rutazibwa worked on a monograph 
titled: On The Ruins of Epistemicide: Decolonising Solidarity Through 
Blackness, Reparations, Dignity and Ethical Retreat, which looks at 
a decolonial reconceptualization of solidarity. The project paints 
the context in which contemporary hegemonic solidarity thinking 
and practices – cf. aid & development, humanitarianism, state 
building and democracy promotion – are understood, via critiques 
of coloniality and whiteness, as problematic and in need of 
decolonial rethinking.
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Moorosi Leshoele
Moorosi holds a PhD in 
Development Studies from 
the University of South Africa 
(UNISA), a Master’s degree in 
Public ‘Policy Management 
from Wits University, and a 
Bachelor’s degree in Political 
Science and Psychology from 
the University of Cape Town 
(UCT). He is a postdoctoral 
research fellow at the 
Johannesburg Institute of 
Advanced Study (JIAS). His 
research interests and niche 
areas are political philosophy 
termed ‘Sankarism’, Pan 
Africanism, pre-colonial 
African history, Afrocentricity, 
Endogenous Development, 
and Regionalism. Email: 
moorosileshoele@gmail.com or 
mleshoele@uj.ac.za.

3.2  
Postdoctoral 
Research Fellowship
JIAS partnered with the NIHSS 
(National Institute for the 
Humanities and Social Sciences) 
to offer ten individuals the 
Postdoctoral Research Fellowship 
for twelve months. Almost two 
hundred applications were 
received. The NIHSS extended 
the fellowship to twenty four 
months, for those individuals 
who perform exceptionally well 
in the first year with regard to 
the following: the individual 
who publish two articles, hosts 
one local and one international 
conference and hosts internal 
seminars where fellow colleagues 
and postdoctoral research  
fellows attend.

Vidette Bester
Dr Vidette Bester began 
her doctoral journey at the 
University of Johannesburg 
in 2017 and completed 
her PhD in 2019. Her study 
explored artisanal mining 
in South Africa, and the 
role that mining companies 
could play in developing the 
sector. She is currently doing 
a postdoctoral fellowship at 
the Johannesburg Institute 
for Advanced Study (JIAS) 
under the mentorship of 
Professor Uys from UJ’s 
Sociology Department. She 
will be concentrating on 
artisanal mining and the role 
of women in this sector. 

David Maahlamela
David wa Maahlamela, 
an award-winning author 
of four books, holds MA 
in Creative Writing and a 
PhD in African Languages 
from Rhodes University. 
Named twice on the Mail & 
Guardian Top Young South 
Africans list, he previously 
served as a council 
member for the National 
Arts Council as well as the 
National English Literature 
Museum (Amazwi). His works 
appeared in over 50 journals 
and publications nationwide 
and beyond. He currently 
chairs the Pan South African 
Language Board. His 
interests include literature, 
languages, and translation. 
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Alex Halligey
Alex Halligey has a PhD in 
Drama and Urban Studies 
from the University of 
Cape Town and a Master’s 
degree in Performance 
Studies from New York 
University. Her research is 
concerned with theatre and 
performance as research 
tools and conceptual lenses 
for exploring the relationship 
between people and the 
built environment. Her 
monograph on her PhD 
research regarding this 
subject, Participatory Theatre 
and the Urban Everyday: Place 
and Play in Johannesburg, 
was published by Routledge  
in 2020.

Joseph Makanda
Dr Makanda Joseph is professional researcher in identity 
politics, forced migration, conflict, active citizenship as well 
as a practitioner in peacebuilding and security with proven 
experience in research, training, project management 
and policy development. Makanda’s publications and 
research interests include issues on post-election violence, 
peacebuilding, community participation, civil society and 
indigenous knowledge systems. Makanda holds a PhD 
in Conflict Transformation and Peace Studies; a Master 
of Social Science degree in Conflict Transformation and 
Peace Studies (cum laude); a Bachelor of Social Science 
Honours (cum laude) as well as a Bachelor of Arts in 
Philosophy (cum laude). An alumnus of Leif Egeland Social 
Sciences Scholarship, Makanda is also a member of the 
South African Association of Political Studies (SAAPS).

Daniella Rafaely
Daniella Rafaely is a 
postdoctoral research 
fellow at the Johannesburg 
Institute of Advanced 
Study. She studies social 
interaction, social categories 
and common-sense 
knowledge, using a range 
of discursive methodologies 
including conversation 
analysis and discursive 
psychology. Her research 
focuses on child homicides 
in South Africa, utilising a 
range of everyday settings 
in order to examine the 
methods by which morality 
is reproduced as a social 
institution in everyday 
interactions. 

Prinola Govenden
Dr Govenden has worked 
in various capacities, most 
recently as a Teaching Fellow 
for Wits Media Studies, 
Visiting Scholar at University 
of Oslo, Researcher at the 
Press Freedom Commission. 
Her PhD (Media Studies) 
from Wits University is 
recognised by the Golden 
Key International Honours 
society as ranking in the Top 
15% of academic achievers 
globally. Her JIAS research 
focuses on problematising 
South African print media 
transformation within the 
themes of decolonising 
blackness representation; 
de-westernising media 
theories; developing media-
specific policy and regulatory 
frameworks. 
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Mbuso Nkosi
Mbuso Nkosi is a versatile 
researcher and have worked 
in the fields of labour 
studies, industrial policy, 
economic development, 
agrarian studies, archives, 
and social theory. He has 
served as the editor of 
the Global Labour Column 
(GLC) and the South African 
Labour Bulletin (SALB). As a 
Postdoctoral Fellow at JIAS, 
he will be writing a ‘historical 
present’ book on farmworker 
killings in potato farms in 
Bethal, Mpumalanga, from 
the 1950s. The book builds 
on his PhD thesis on the 
meaning of land. 

Rejoyce Hlengiwe 
Phetha
Dr Rejoyce is a Postdoctoral 
Fellow at the University of 
Johannesburg. She holds 
a PhD in International 
Relations from the 
University of KwaZulu-
Natal. Phetha obtained 
her Master’s degree in 
International Relations and 
her BA degree, BSoc Science 
Honours, all from the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal. 

Nadeem Mahomed
Nadeem completed a 
BA and LLB degrees at 
Wits. He has clerked at 
the Constitutional Court 
of South Africa and is an 
attorney. His doctoral thesis 
titled, ‘On the Margins of 
Faith: A Critical Historical 
Study of the Minority 
Ahmadi Muslim Community 
of Cape Town’ addresses 
the lack of scholarly works 
concerning the history of the 
Ahmadi Muslim community 
located in Cape Town.

Sifiso Ndlovu
Sifiso Ndlovu is a postdoctoral research fellow at the 
Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study (JIAS), 
University of Johannesburg. Her PhD project, obtained from 
the University of the Witwatersrand, broadly examined 
intersections and divergences in the articulations of 
belonging to ethnic identity and nation-building in post-
apartheid South Africa in the culturally heterogeneous 
KwaMhlanga region. She also holds an MA in Political 
Studies, an Honours degree in Political Studies and a BA in 
Political Studies and Sociology, all from the University of 
the Witwatersrand. Her research interests include the state 
in Africa, African politics, public policy, democratization, 
social justice and the politics of nation building, ethnic 
identities, and belonging and citizenship. She is a 
budding academic who has received academic awards 
and scholarships, including the Next Generation Social 
Sciences in Africa Doctoral Fellowship, University of the 
Witwatersrand’s Council Postgraduate Merit Scholarship, 
National Research Foundation bursary, and University of 
the Witwatersrand’s Postgraduate Merit Award Doctoral 
Scholarship.
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Tshepo Mvulane Moloi
Dr Tshepo Mvulane Moloi is a Postdoctoral Research 
Fellow at the Johannesburg Institute of Advanced Study 
(JIAS), at University of Johannesburg (UJ). As a social 
scientist, he serves as an analyst, predominantly on 
Socio-Political affairs, in miscellaneous media platforms, 
across South Africa. He holds a doctorate (DLitt et Phil) in 
Political Science (2019) from UJ, MA degree in Systematic 
Philosophy (2013), Bachelor of Administration Honours 
degree, majoring in Political Science (2007), and a BA 
degree in Heritage Studies (2006), all from the University of 
Zululand (UZ). He also holds an Advanced Diploma in Sport 
Management (2000) from the Rand Afrikaans University 
(RAU). Among his former employment positions are 
being an academic literacies facilitator, at the Academic 
Development Centre at UJ (2020) and project manager at 
Stellenbosch Community Service Centre (2009). He is a Sir 
Abe Bailey Fellow and a Golden Key Society Member.
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3.3  
Visiting 
Research 
Fellowship
JIAS decided to appoint 
three visiting research 
fellows, who conducted 
their research and 
completed their books in 
12 months. 

Layla Brown-Vincent
Layla Brown-Vincent is 
an Assistant Professor of 
Africana Studies at the 
University of Massachusetts, 
Boston, where she teaches 
courses on blackness in 
Latin America, black/
African Feminisms, Global 
Left Social Movements, 
and the African Diaspora 
more broadly. Layla was 
trained as a Cultural 
Anthropologist, but practises 
an interdisciplinary Pan-
African Feminist scholarship 
and activism and also self-
identifies as a “movement 
baby”. Her interest lies 
in producing scholarship 
committed to life, liberation 
and dignity for all peoples, 

Amaha Senu
Amaha Senu’s research 
interests include maritime 
security governance, 
illegalised and policed 
mobilities at sea, crimes 
and harms at sea, and 
the organisation of 
transnational crimes in 
the maritime domain. 
He is also interested in 
developing conceptual 
and methodological 
approaches to studying 
hidden, illicit, distant, 
mobile and dispersed 
activities in a transnational/
globalised context, with 
a particular focus on 
maritime spaces. He 
works across International 
Relations, Criminology, 

most especially for formerly 
colonized/enslaved peoples 
of African descent. As a 
Visiting Research Fellow 
at Johannesburg Institute 
for Advanced Study, she is 
completing her first book 
manuscript, Return to the 
Source: The Dialectics of 
21st Century Pan-African 
Liberation. In addition to 
completing her first book 
manuscript, Layla will begin 
research for a new project, 
provisionally titled The 
Pandemic of Racial Capitalism: 
A Better World is Possible, 
juxtaposing the neoliberal 
technologies of the 
disposability of life at play in 
the handling of COVID-19 in 
the US and Brazil alongside 
the socialist logic of the 
preservation of life at play in 
the cases of Venezuela and 
Cuba in order to explore the 
alternative world making 
that becomes possible 
through Pan-African 
thought, theory, and praxis. 

Critical Security Studies, 
International Political 
Sociology and Global 
Political Economy. 
Before coming to JIAS, 
he was a Research 
Associate at the Seafarers 
International Research 
Centre at Cardiff University. 
He completed his PhD in the 
School of Social Sciences 
at Cardiff University as a 
SIRC-Nippon Foundation 
Fellow. As a Visiting 
Research Fellow at JIAS, 
he is working on his first 
monograph, provisionally 
titled Stowaways in Shipping: 
Crime, Insecurity and Global 
Governance. Currently, he 
is also developing two 
research projects focusing 
on drug trafficking across 
the maritime spaces off 
the coasts of Eastern and 
Western Africa. 
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Fazil Moradi
Fazil Moradi is an Associate 
Researcher at the Institute 
for Social Anthropology, 
Austrian Academy of 
Sciences. Dr Moradi has 
been a researcher at 
the International Max 
Planck Research School 
on Retaliation, Mediation 
and Punishment, and 
taught at the Institute 
for Social and Cultural 
Anthropology, University 
of Halle in Germany. As 
a socioanthropologist of 
modernity, he is a fellow 
at Law, Organization, 
Science and Technology 
Research Network, Sci-Tech 
Asia Research Network, 
and Refugee Outreach 

& Research Network. In the 
recent years, he has started 
to work with medical science 
scholars on the long-term 
impacts of chemical warfare 
agents at the University 
of Gothenburg in Sweden. 
His current research at 
Johannesburg Institute for 
Advanced Study focuses 
on the destruction of the 
Kingdom of Benin in 1897, 
its interrelated epistemicide/
culturecide in Benin City, 
and on the restitution 
of the imperial-colonial 
artworks as a whole. 
At JIAS, he organises a 
monthly virtual symposium, 
bringing together scholars 
to participate in critical 
knowledge production and 
dissemination worldwide. Dr 
Moradi has also commented 
on imperial politics, war, art, 
gender violence for various 
national and international 
news media, including 
openDemocracy, 
CultureProject, 
Bohusläningen, Flamman, 
Läkartidningen, and NRTTV.

3.4  
African Biographies Project
Most of the research fellows who have been appointed are participants in the 
University of Johannesburg’s strategic project on writing the biographies of 
African leaders, the African Biographies Project. The Research Fellows in the 
African Biographies Project are: 
§ Dr Janice Golding is writing a biography of Wangari Maathai, the African 

environmentalist who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004 for her work in 
championing environmental sustainability. She was the first African woman to be 
awarded the prize. Golding holds a DPhil from the University of Oxford and is an 
accomplished researcher and environmentalist in her own right.

§ Prof Vincent Maphai is writing a biography of Father Simangaliso Mkhatshwa, the South 
African Roman Catholic priest who led the struggles against apartheid, especially in 
the 1970s and 1980s and was a leading figure in the United Democratic Front. Vincent 
Maphai is a Professor in Politics at the University of Johannesburg based at JIAS.

§ Dr Victoria Collis-Buthelezi, an academic at the University of Johannesburg, is 
writing a biography of Peter Abrahams, a South African born novelist, journalist and 
commentator who left the country and settled in Jamaica. 

§ Dr Siphiwo Mahala is writing a biography of Can Themba. Themba became famous as 
a leading member of a group of writers and journalists who worked for Drum magazine 
in South Africa in the mid-20th century. He was also an accomplished short story writer.

§ Adv Andries Nel is writing a biography of Bettie du Toit, a South African trade unionist 
and anti-apartheid activist, who for many years lived in exile in various countries in the 
African continent and Europe for her political activism.

§ Dr Mxolisi Dlamuka, a historian of the South African liberation struggle, is writing a 
biography of Harry Gwala, a prominent leader of the South African Communist Party and 
the African National Congress, who was imprisoned on Robben Island for many years.

§ Prof Antonio Tomas, an associate professor at the University of Johannesburg’s 
Graduate School of Architecture, is completing a biography of Guinea-Bissau’s 
revolutionary leader, Amilcar Cabral. He is also in the formative stages of researching a 
biography of Angolan Jonas Savimbi.



28

2020 JIAS ANNUAL REPORT

§ Dr Buntu Siwisa is writing a biography of another 
prominent civic, sports and political leader from Port 
Elizabeth, Dan Qeqe. Qeqe rose to prominence during 
the 1970s and 1980s during the heated struggle against 
apartheid. He was also a central figure in promoting 
sports in black communities, especially rugby.

§ Dr Sipho Sithole is writing a biography of the 
longest serving chief of the amaChunu in Msinga, 
iNkosi Simakade Mchunu. Through the biography of 
Mchunu, Sithole traces the evolution of the institution 
of traditional leadership in South Africa in the 20th 
century and how it was shaped by changing social and 
economic dynamics.

§ Dr Buti Kompi, a historian based at the University of 
Fort Hare in the Eastern Cape Province, is writing a 
biography of one of the prominent founders of the ANC, 
Mtobi Thomas Mapikela. In addition to his long and 
distinguished political career, Mapikela was a successful 
entrepreneur and civic leader in the Free State province 
of South Africa.

§ Thami ka Plaatjie is 
writing a biography 
of Mangaliso 
Sobukwe, 
the founding 
president of the 
Pan Africanist 
Congress (PAC) 
in South Africa. 
In 2019, Plaatjie 
published the first volume of the Sobukwe biography. He 
is currently working on the second volume.

§ Dr Bavumile Brown Maaba, another historian of the liberation struggle in South Africa, 
is writing a biography of one of the outstanding political figures of the late 19th and 
early 20th century South Africa, Walter Rubusana. Rubusana was a pioneer in several 
areas, including journalism, politics and civic affairs.9

§ Prof Mcebisi Ndletyana, an associate professor of politics at UJ, is writing a biography 
of John Knox Bokwe – a pioneer who was a prominent leader of the black community 
in the second half of the 19th century and the early half of the 20th. He did not only 
distinguish himself in politics, journalism and church affairs, he built civic institutions 
such as schools. 

§ Prof Francis Musoni is writing a biography of Ndabaningi Sithole. Francis Musoni 
is an Assistant Professor of History at the University of Kentucky, where he teaches 
undergraduate surveys of Sub-Saharan African history as well as Upper-level seminars 
on Migrations Within and Out of Africa; Africa’s Borderlands; and Global Migrations. 

§ Kally Forrest is writing a biography of Lydia Kompe. Kally Forrest has a PhD in labour 
history from the University of the Witwatersrand and has edited and published a 
number of popular books on South African trade union histories.

Professor Francis Musoni seminar – 17 February 2020
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In the beginning of the year, JIAS hosted many events and guests came to attend. The Writing Fellows 
also had to host a seminar on the work that they were conducting during their stay at JIAS. The national 
lockdown was announced and everything came to a standstill. In May, we decided to host virtual events, 
so that guests could participate again. JIAS together with the Visiting Research Fellow, Dr Fazil Moradi, 
started hosting a virtual symposium at the end of each month. These virtual symposiums attracted 
people from all over the world. For the first time in September, JIAS decided to organise hybrid events, so 
that people could participate online and a small number of guests could physically attend the event at 
JIAS. A highlight was the launch of the Kauve book, which was a celebration of both photography and 
literary passion, which focused on the 64th Anniversary of the 1956 Women’s March to Pretoria. JIAS 
hosted 47 events for the year. 

JIAS Seminars, Webinars &
Virtual Symposiums

4
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4.1
Seminars, Webinars & Virtual Symposiums for 2020

February 2020
 5 February Writing on Cabral: Life, history and the legacy of the struggle for liberation 

by Professor Antonio Tomas.
 12 February People who think together, dance together by Christian Nyampeta.
 13 February Contemporary Immigrants in South Africa: Perceptions, Treatment, and 

Integration by Dr Terry-Ann Jones.
 20 February Ndabaningi Sithole and the Struggle for Liberation, Justice and 

Democracy in Zimbabwe by Professor Francis Musoni.
 20 February Red Apple Dreams and other stories Book Launch by Dr Siphiwo Mahala.
 27 February Lives in Transit: Circus Performance and the Indian Ocean world by  

Dr Nisha Poyyaprath Rayaroth.
 27 February Round table discussion on recent Constitutional Court Case organised  

by Dr Marius van Staden.

March 2020
 5 March Exploring Southern Perspectives on International Development  

by Loughborough University and the University of Johannesburg.
 5 March The state of Zambian Democracy and Zambia-China relations  

by Dr Emmanuel Matambo.
 12 March On the Ruins of Epistemicide: Decolonising Solidarity through Epistemic 

Blackness by Dr Olivia Rutazibwa.
 19 March Reflection of my work by Carien Smith.
 26 March Comedic Controversies: Female Comedians as Cultural Battleground  

by Professor Amber Day.

April 2020
 2 April Climate Change and Culture: Catastrophe and Catharsis by Carien Smith.
 9 April Return to the Source: The Dialectics of Pan-African Liberation in the 21st 

Century by Dr Layla Brown.

 Dr Siphiwo Mahala Book Launch – 20 February 

Professor Marwala (Technocientific Futures Virtual Symposium) – 28 May 2020
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 23 April Stowaways in Shipping: Crime, Insecurity and Global Governance,  
by Dr Amaha Senu.

 30 April The Practice of Wri(gh)ting History, by Siphiwe Ndlovu. 

May 2020
 7 May African Cinemas: Spaces, Technologies, Audiences and Genres by Professor 

Pier Paolo Frassinelli.
 12 May Locking Down the Constitution: How a Virus Shaped the Rule of Law by 

Advocate Tembeka Ngcukaitobi.
 19 May Borders, Covid-19 and the Global Depression 2.0 by 

Melissa Tandiwe Myambo (University of the Witwatersrand)
Patrick Bond (University of the Western Cape)
Bruce Mutsvairo (Auburn University)
Bryonny Goodwin-Hawkins (Aberystwyth University)
Respondents: Olivia Rutazibwa (JIAS) & Layla Brown-Vincent (JIAS)

 27 May Why Biography Matters for Political Science by Dr Miles Tendi.
 28 May Technoscientific Futures Virtual Symposium by

Fazil Moradi (Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study, LOST, Sci-Tech Asia)
Tshilidzi Marwala (Vice-Chancellor of the University of Johannesburg)
Richard Rottenburg (Wits Institute for Social and Economic Research and Law, 
Organization, Science and Technology Research Network)
Tanja Ahlin (University of Amsterdam)

June 2020
 10 June Is Africa ready for electronic voting? A case of Zimbabwe  

by Dr Limukani Mathe.
 17 June A Story of Translation seminar by Charl-Pierre Naudé.
 19 June COVID-19, Technoscience, Bio-security in the 21st century by

Fazil Moradi (Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study, LOST, Sci-Tech Asia)
Susan Erikson (Simon Frazer University)
Jun Zhang (City University of Hong Kong)
Yichen Rao (University of Hong Kong)
Gonsalo Santos (University of Coimbra)

 24 June Memory as heritage, the challenges of the 
future Virtual Symposium by
Fazil Moradi (Johannesburg Institute  
for Advanced Study, LOST, Sci-Tech Asia)
Jo-Marie Burt (George Mason University)
Zimitri Erasmus  
(University of the Witwatersrand)
Danai Maputsa  
(University of the Witwatersrand)
Olivia Rutazibwa (Johannesburg Institute  
for Advanced Study)

 29 June Invitation to vanquished hospitality seminar 
by Dr Fazil Moradi.

July 2020
 2 July “Kuzokhala isigwagwagwa”: understanding 

the germination of Harry Gwala’s political 
militancy by Dr Mxolisi Dlamuka.

 16 July University of Johannesburg School of 
Communication 2020 Research Bootcamp 
in collaboration with the Johannesburg 
Institute for Advanced Study (JIAS). Going 
Online: Research in the Age of COVID-19. 
Challenges and Opportunities.

 17 July University of Johannesburg School of 
Communication 2020 Research Bootcamp 
in collaboration with the Johannesburg 
Institute for Advanced Study (JIAS). Media 
Studies: Critical African and Decolonial 
Approaches (Oxford University Press, 2019).
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Advocate Tembeka Ngcukaitobi – 12 May 2020

 31 July Literature and Memories of Zimbabwe & Iraq by
Fazil Moradi (Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study, LOST, Sci-Tech Asia)
Siphiwe Gloria Ndlovu (Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study)
Sinan Antoon (New York University’s Gallatin School)

August 2020
 12 August Disorganized forgetting: the politics of memory in post-TRC Canada and 

South Africa by Dr Melissa Levin, University of Toronto, Canada.
 26 August Dialogue on recovery strategies for COVID-19, hosted by Brand SA and JIAS.
 28 August Ecology-Human Futures & Democracy without State Virtual Symposium by

Fazil Moradi (Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study, LOST, Sci-Tech Asia)
Héctor Aristizábal (Reconectando, Medellín, Colombia)
Paulo I. Bacca (Center for the Study of Law, Justice and Society – Dejusticia, 
Bogotá, Colombia)
Yesenia E. Espitia (Temple University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)
Gustavo R. Páez (Universidad Libre, Bogotá, Colombia)
Nazan Üstündağ (Boğaziçi University, Istanbul, Turkey) 

September 2020
 4 September Memory, History and the Contestations of official curation by 

Lebohang Liepollo Pheko (Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study)
Fatma Mohamed  Alloo
Alinah Kelo Segobye (Namibia University of Science and Technology) 
Ali Khangela Hlongwane (University of the Witwatersrand)
Mike Stainbank
Fazil Moradi (Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study, LOST, Sci-Tech Asia)

 17 September Decolonial Heritage Education and implications for liberation by
Lebohang Liepollo Pheko (Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study) 
Danai S. Mupotsa (University of the Witwatersrand)
Khwezi Gule

 22 & 23 Sept School of Communication Studies, University of Johannesburg, in 
Collaboration with the Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study (JIAS) 
Postgraduate Conference.

 25 September Human movement as sacrifice, setting fire 
to the borders of the nation-state by
Fazil Moradi (Johannesburg Institute for 
Advanced Study, LOST, Sci-Tech Asia)
Behrouz Boochani (Adjunct Associate  
Professor, University of New South Wales  
& University of Oxford)
Amal H. Fadlalla (Professor,  
University of Michigan)
Shahram Khosravi (Professor,  
Stockholm University)
Arjun Appadurai (Professor, New York University 
& Hertie School of Governance, Berlin)

 29 September Kauve Virtual Book Launch by
Professor Tshilidzi Marwala (Vice-Chancellor, 
University of Johannesburg)
Boitumelo Mofokeng (Contributor)
Professor Pumla Dineo Gqola (Author  
and academic)
Dr Mothobi Mutloatse (Editor and Publisher)
Sophia Williams-De Bruyn
Lillian Ngoyi

 30 September Ndebele Identity in the context of 
celebration of histories and memorialisation 
in post-apartheid South Africa seminar by 
Dr Sifiso Ndlovu.

October 2020
 15 October Sankarian Perspective on the IMF Loan 

to SA – ‘Debt as a Cleverly Organised 
Reconquest of Africa’ seminar by  
Dr Moorosi Leshoele.
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Dr Sifiso Ndlovu Seminar – 30 September 2020 Dr Emmanuel Matambo’s seminar – 5 March 2020

 28 October Does black economic empowerment 
ownership matter? A decolonial analysis  
of ‘black visibility’ in South Africa’s print 
media content, 1994-2014 webinar  
by Dr Prinola Govenden.

 29 October Constructing Hegemony Virtual Book 
Launch by Dr Mandla Radebe

 30 October The Imaginative Ventures of Literature and 
the State Virtual Symposium by
Fazil Moradi (JIAS, LOST, Sci-Tech Asia)
Véronique Tadjo  (novelist, scholar & artist)
Ibtisam Azem (novelist & co-editor of  
Jadaliyya e-zine)
Zukiswa Wanner (novelist, editor, & publisher)

November 2020

 4 November The Social and Political Thought of Archie Mafeje Virtual Book Launch  
by Dr Bongani Nyoka.

 20 November Anton Wilhelm Amo’s between- worlds biography by
Fazil Moradi (JIAS, LOST, Sci-Tech Asia)
Akinbode Akinbiyi
Avram C. Alpert
Stefanie Bognitz

 26 November Children of the Postcolony: Filipino Intellectuals and Decolonization,  
1946-1972 Virtual Book Launch by Dr Charlie Veric. 

December 2020

 7 December African Studies and 4IR: In Search of an appropriate Analytical  
Technique Roundtable.
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PUBLICATIONS BY JIAS FELLOWS 

1. 
Books
(a) Mchunu, Mxolisi (2020) Violence and Solace: The Natal Civil War in Late-Apartheid South Africa. 

Pietermaritzburg: UKZN Press (co-published by University of Virginia Press) (Mchunu is a Research Fellow 
at JIAS and a research associate at UKZN. The two affiliations are mentioned on the cover of the book).

(b) Ndlovu-Gatsheni, Sabelo (2020) Decolonization, Development and Knowledge in Africa: Turning Over a New 
Leaf. London: Routledge. (Ndlovu-Gatsheni wrote this book during his year-long Visiting Fellowship at JIAS 
in 2019. UNISA and JIAS are listed as his affiliations on the book).

(c) Nyoka, Bongani (2020) The Social and Political Thought of Archie Mafeje: A Pan-African Social Scientist 
Ahead of His Time. Johannesburg: Wits University Press (co-published by NYU Press) (Nyoka is a Senior 
Research Fellow at JIAS and is also employed at Rhodes University. His affiliation to the two institutions is 
mentioned on the cover of the book).

(d) Radebe, Mandla (2020) Constructing Hegemony: The South African Commercial Media and the (Mis)
Representation of Nationalisation. Pietermaritzburg: UKZN Press. 

JIAS Publications

5
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2. 
Journal articles, chapters and book reviews  
by fellows/associates
(a) Dlamuka, Mxolisi (2020) Understanding Harry Gwala’s Radicalisation, Armed Struggle and 

Trials, 1960s and 1970s. Forthcoming in Southern African Humanities.
(b) Faraidoun Moradi, Fazil Moradi, et al., Gendered Lived Experiences of Marriage and Family 

following Exposure to Chemical Warfare Agents: Content Analysis of Qualitative Interview 
Data, British Medical Journal (2020). 

(c) Leshoele, Moorosi (2020) AfCFTA and Regional Integration in Africa: Is African Union 
Government a Dream Deferred or Denied? Journal of Contemporary African Studies.

(d) Maaba, Bavusile (2020) The Repatriation of the Archives of the Black Consciousness  
Oriented Movements. Forthcoming in the South African Historical Journal.

(e) Moradi, Fazil (2020). “Musik der Freundschaft: Bemerkungen über Yārī als Ethik der 
Lebensform.” In Vom Tigris an die Traisen. KurdInnen in den österreichischen Bundesländern, trans. 
Maria Six-Hohenbalken and Stefanie Bognitz, ed. Grond, Agnes et al. (Wien: Praesens Verlag). 

(f) Ndlovu-Gatsheni, Sifiso (2020) Material Culture in Southern Ndebele Identity Making in Post-
Apartheid South Africa. Forthcoming in Anthropology Southern Africa.

(g) Ndlovu-Gatsheni, Sifiso (2020) Colonialism, Politics of Belonging and Reinvention of African 
Cultures: The Case of South Africa. Forthcoming in David Boucher and Ayesha Omar (eds.) 
Language, Culture and Decolonisation, Pretoria: HSRC Press.

(h) Ndlovu-Gatsheni (2020) Book Review: Race, Decolonization, and Global Citizenship in  
South Africa by Chiezona Eze. Rochester, NY: University of Rochester Press, The Journal of 
African History.

(i) Nyoka, Bongani (2020) Mafeje on Black Struggles in South Africa: History and Theory.  
Social Dynamics Journal.

(j) Senu, Amaha (2020) Migration, Seafarers, and the Humanitarian-Security-Economic  
Complex at Sea. In Lisa Otto (ed.) Global Challenges in Maritime Security. London: Springer 
International Publishing.

(k) Siwisa, Buntu (2020) Forging State-Building through BRICS: Remodelling South Africa’s 
Foreign Policy Approach on Zimbabwe. South African Journal of International Affairs.
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Partnerships

6

JIAS values partnerships with different faculties of the University of Johannesburg. Building relationships 
and maintaining them are of utmost importance to strengthen the standing of JIAS and to extend 
its influence and reach. Many UJ scholars use JIAS to host their events, which indicates that there is 
improved collaboration with various faculties and departments. 
§ In February, the UJ Law Faculty hosted a round table discussion on a recent Constitutional court case. It was a 

fruitful discussion and many conclusions were made. 
§ In March, Dr Emmanuel Matambo from the Centre of Africa-China Studies hosted a seminar on the State of 

Zambian Democracy and Zambia-China Relations at the JIAS facilities. 
§ During the lockdown in May, Professor Tshilidzi Marwala, the Vice-Chancellor of UJ, presented at a JIAS Virtual 

Symposium, titled ‘Technoscientific Futures’.
§ In July, JIAS, in collaboration with the UJ School of Communication, hosted a two day Virtual Bootcamp for 

students and the public. 
§ In September, JIAS in collaboration with the UJ School of Communication hosted a two day Virtual Postgraduate 

Conference. Postgraduate students presented their papers and valued feedback were given.
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7 Tel: +27 11 559 7532/0

Physical address § 1 Tolip Street, Westdene, Johannesburg

Postal address § Postnet Suite 154, Private Bag X9, Melville, 2109, Johannesburg, Gauteng, South Africa

Website § http://jias.joburg/

Facebook § https://www.facebook.com/JoburgIAS

Twitter § @JIAS_UJ

JIAS Contact Details
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Institutes for Advanced Study are “free [societies] of scholars – free because mature persons, 
animated by intellectual purposes, must be left to pursue their own ends in their own way…”
Abraham Flexner (First Director of the Princeton Institute for Advanced Studies, 1951)


