
I N V I T A T I O N

DISCLAIMER: All events taking place in this venue may be photographed and video recorded for marketing, social media and media purposes.  
By attending this event, you grant the University of Johannesburg permission to use and publish any recorded material.

The Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study (JIAS) 
cordially invites you to a webinar 

“Post-democractic angst and ecstasy in  
Moses Molelekwa’s music: 20 year anniversary” 

In celebration of 21 years since the passing of jazz genius Moses Molelekwa, pianist Bokani Dyer and 
author Phehello Mofokeng will engage in a discussion that elevates his musical contribution in/to the 
(post) democracy moment. The life of Moses Molelekwa was one full of promise and unmatched genius. 
He changed the face of jazz and brought it to his young generation. He affected the kwaito genre in 
ways that no artist has done to any other genre of music in South Africa. When he passed away – at the 
fine young age of 27 – Molelekwa was only beginning his grand musical journey. “His involvement in the 
music of the people – both jazz and kwaito – Molelekwa brings the working-class blacks closer to the 
altar of jazz, even if only by distant association, enabling him to break ontological boundaries imposed by 
critics, cataloguists and the ‘jazz establishment.’” Mofokeng uses kwaito intentionally because it points to 

Molelekwa’s outstanding musical expansiveness even though he was rooted in jazz.

DATE  24 May 2022

TIME  15:00-17:00 (SAST)

RSVP on https://forms.gle/9hJ13zf9JtgLjMWY9 to receive the Zoom details.  

Email vanessak@uj.ac.za if you encounter problems.

Phehello J Mofokeng is an author, editor, 
artist, creative director and film student.  
He lives in Bloemfontein and Johannesburg. 
He is involved in literature festivals in 
South Africa and Nigeria. He is influenced 
by Thomas Mofolo, the first novelist in the 
language of Sesotho. He is also the author  
of Sankomota: An Ode in One Album.

Bokani Dyer is a Motswana-South African 
pianist, composer and music producer. He 
creates jazz music containing elements of 
electronic, R&B, salsa and classical music. 
Bokani Dyer was born in 1986 in Gaborone, 
Botswana. He moved back to South Africa 
as a child in 1990. He received piano lessons 
at the age of fourteen and studied jazz 
at the University of Cape Town where he 

graduated in 2008. Following his graduation, he was awarded two 
international scholarships facilitating training and masterclasses 
with world-renowned musicians.
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